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Alumni traversing 
diverse practice paths



Office of Alumni Services

Postgraduate Education Seminars

For more information on locations, times, instructors, program costs or to register,
please visit our web site at cleveland.edu/continuing-education or call (800) 969-2701.

ICPA 200-Hour Certification Program 
Presented by Various Instructors / Kansas City Campus

Feb. 22-23 | April 26-27 | June 7-8 | July 19-20 | Aug. 9-10 | Sept. 27-28 | Oct. 18-19 | Nov. 22-23 | Dec. 6-7

Cleveland Weekend in Las Vegas
 Don’t Miss This Special Alumni Association Event!

Feb. 28-March 2 / Flamingo Las Vegas Hotel & Casino 

Foot Levelers Inc. Presents: An Olympic Approach for Treating Lower Extremity Injuries 
Presented by Dr. John Mulholland / Chicago, Ill., Portsmouth, N.H. & Cedar Rapids, Iowa

March 1-2 | March 15-16 | May 17-18

Foot Levelers Inc. Presents: Documentation, Compliance & ICD-10 Coding 
Presented by Dr. Mario Fucinari / Fargo, N.D. & Wilmington, Del.

March 1-2 | April 12-13

Meridian Therapy 100-Hour Certification Program 
Presented by Dr. Larry Beem / Kansas City Campus

March 8-9 | April 5-6 | May 31-June1 | June 14-15 | July 19-20 | Aug. 9-10 | Sept. 20-21 

Foot Levelers Inc. Presents: Dr. Mally’s Extremity Extravaganza 
Presented by Dr. Mitch Mally / Columbus, Ohio, Portland, Ore. & Hartford, Conn.

March 22-23 | May 3-4 | May 17-18

Homecoming 2014
 Join Us For A Weekend Of CEU Seminars & Social Events!

Oct. 10-12 / Kansas City Campus

Last Chance Seminar 2014 
Presented by Various Instructors / Kansas City Campus

Dec. 13-14

Visit cleveland.myicourse.com to register. 
Or call (800) 969-2701 to learn more. 

Online CEUs approved by most state 
boards, now including California!



www.cleveland.edu   2014 Issue 3

2014Issue

Volume 24

In every issue

04 President’s Message

05 Memory Lane

08 Alumni News

19 Foundation Donors

24 Campus News

30 CCC Graduates

Clevelander
alumni magazine

News & Features

Farewell to Thomas, Katchmarik
Library Director Marcia Thomas and Jack Katchmarik, 
a stalwart in the Facilities Department, exit after serving 
Cleveland for more than seven decades combined.

Traversing diverse practice paths
Cleveland’s D.C. graduates blaze the trail in chiropractic 
specialization, operating practices that focus on sports 
injuries, family care, wellness, pediatrics and other areas.

Cleveland Technique Experience
For more than 90 years, Cleveland Chiropractic College 
has built its curriculum on an unwavering commitment 
to a comprehensive and dynamic technique experience.

Dr. Bodin rebuilds from tragedy
CCC’s Dr. Tyler Bodin ’05 weathers an unexpected new 
beginning, rebuilding his practice after the devastation of 
the F5 tornado that ripped through Moore, Okla. 

Dr. Yennie’s legacy sure to last
Clevelanders mourn the sudden death of alumnus and 
friend, Dr. Richard Yennie ’53, who left an enduring 
legacy that extends far beyond the institution’s reach.

Interim Director of Communications Jeff Karp
jeff.karp@cleveland.edu

Associate Publications Editor Scott Albright
scott.albright@cleveland.edu

Advertising & Marketing Associate Scott Vater
scott.vater@cleveland.edu

Associate Projects Manager Amelia Trollinger
amelia.trollinger@cleveland.edu
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Clevelander magazine is published once a year for all Cleveland alumni. Send 
inquiries to the Office of Communications, Cleveland Chiropractic College, 10850 
Lowell Ave., Suite 2045, Overland Park, Kan. 66210. Printed in the USA.

Postmaster: Please send address changes to the Office of Alumni Relations, 
Cleveland Chiropractic College, 10850 Lowell Ave., 3rd Floor, Overland Park, Kan. 
66210. Non-profit U.S. postage paid, Kansas City, Mo., Permit 1345.

Submissions: To have items considered for publication, contact Scott Albright via 
e-mail at scott.albright@cleveland.edu or write to the Clevelander address listed 
above. Please include your name, graduation year, address and daytime phone 
number. Submissions may be edited for style, clarity and length.

For more information on locations, times, instructors, program costs or to register,
please visit our web site at cleveland.edu/continuing-education or call (800) 969-2701.

New Entrance Sign 
Welcomes Guests
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president’smessage

Board of Trustees
Dr. Charles A. Eddy ’70

Chairman
Dr. Ernst Anrig ’69

Vice Chairman
Dr. Timothy E. Meng ’66

Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. Daniel J. Fahnestock ’65 
Dr. Patrick Hammond ’97 

Dr. Steven Hays ’77
The Honorable Anna Ho
Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69

Anita Osborn
Dr. Jeffrey Spencer ’98

Dr. Rosemarie Wilson ’92
Emeritus Members

Dr. James C. Anderson ’66
Allen Ashworth

Dr. Gloria Lee Ford ’72 
Dr. Ethelbert Stalling ’41*

Dr. G. Richard Wheatley ’47*
*deceased

Administration
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III ’75

President
Dr. Ashley E. Cleveland ’95

Executive Director, Institutional Reporting
Dr. D. Clark Beckley ’75

Vice President, Alumni Relations 
Jeffrey D. Karp

Chief Operations & Finance Officer
J. Dale Marrant

Vice President, Human Resources
Dr. Paul Barlett

Dean, Pre-Clinical Education
Dr. Julia Bartlett

Interim Provost 
Dean, Clinical Education

Dr. Karen Doyle
Director, MS in Health Promotion

Dr. Timothy D. Schoof
Dean, Undergraduate Studies

Alumni Board
Dr. Patrick Hammond ’97

President
Dr. Robert Riley ’01

Vice President
Dr. Linda Klinginsmith-Tilford ’76

Executive Secretary
Dr. Jeffrey Spencer ’98

Recording Secretary
Dr. L. Russell Matthias ’74

Treasurer
Dr. Roger Ott ’84
Sergeant-at-Arms

Dr. Gerald Witt ’99 
Dr. J. Kay Carver ’71
Dr. Justin Bashor ’11

Dr. Charles A. Eddy ’70
Dr. Eugene Lockrow ’83
Dr. Doran Nicholson ’80

Offering profession 
a balanced approach
Traveling across the nation to various conferences and speaking engagements, 

it is heartwarming to hear so many of our graduates express appreciation for 
Cleveland’s balanced approach to teaching the science, philosophy, and art of chi-
ropractic. It is especially rewarding when they speak of their technique experience 
and how proud they are to recommend Cleveland to prospective students. Cleveland 
doctors know that the students they refer will graduate with confidence and compe-

tence in adjusting technique, and will also possess the ability to 
provide excellent patient care.    

This issue of the Clevelander provides a feature written by Dr. 
Tom Nichols, Chair of Chiropractic Sciences, on the Cleveland 
Comprehensive Technique System. The article introduces the 
reader to the sequence of the core comprehensive technique 
package and the variety of specialty adjustive technique offer-
ings at Cleveland. My father, and his father before him, knew 
how important it was for the chiropractic student to develop the 
basic psychomotor skills required for palpation, spinal assess-
ment, and delivery of the high velocity, low amplitude dynamic 

thrust. These are the basic elements that represent the core competencies so funda-
mental to achieving the best outcomes for patient care. 

A testament to the effectiveness of the College’s comprehensive and balanced cur-
riculum is further reflected in the diverse pathways Clevelanders have taken in their 
professional lives, and how they have built on the experience and skills learned at 
Cleveland. You will read in this issue stories about Cleveland alumni in diverse set-
tings providing service in their communities through their individual or multidisci-
plinary practices or corporate affiliations. 

Examples of some of these alumni that I have come into contact with this past year 
include, Dr. Kyle Jensen and Dr. Jeff Spencer (Celebrity Sports Chiropractic); Dr. 
Michelle Robin (Integrative Wellness Care); Dr. Dustin Cheney (Rural Practice); Dr. 
Andrew Bonci (Multicultural Practice); Dr. Robert Oexman (Sleep Science Research);  
Dr. Crystal Green (Prenatal & Pediatric Care); Dr. Jerilyn Kaibel (Chair of the local 
Hospital Board), Dr. Chip Gowan and John Gelhot (VA Hospitals), Dr. Emily Lane 
(Animal Chiropractic), Dr. Bill Updyke (Onsite Health Services at Cisco Corpora-
tion) Dr. Mark Wade (Interdisciplinary Clinics in Italy), Dr. Barry Wilson (Hospital 
Clinics in China) and so many others.  

The accomplishments of these Cleveland alumni serve as inspiration to our current 
students, and demonstrate how pursuing one’s personal ambitions can expand the 
entire profession’s sense of what is possible. We are ever so proud of their successes, 
but also proud of those less visible, but no less meaningful successes of all Cleveland 
graduates. Those Clevelanders who, through their tireless efforts each day on behalf of 
their patients and their communities, have earned them the priceless reward of genu-
ine gratitude from the men, women and children whose lives they change through 
chiropractic care. I am proud when they acknowledge that their Cleveland education 
provided the stepping stones for their success in chiropractic.

Carl S. Cleveland III ’75, D.C.
President
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memorylane

I’ll never forget Professor Elkins and his 
nasopharyngeal culture demo, studying 
with C.W. and Rob Graham, the clinic 
intern party and barbecue, sliding into 
the parking lot on snowy days and the 
fumes from the cadaver lab. I loved being 
in Kansas City and have fond memories 
of 4th of July on the Mall, good BBQ and 
St. Patrick’s Day.

— Dr. Noel Shaw ’85

I read about the passing of Dr. Pat Thom-
ason in the last alumni magazine. I want-
ed to share a little about how much she 
cared for all of the students she taught. 
In December 1982, a classmate and close 
friend of mine was quitting chiropractic 
college after our last final and leaving 
town immediately. It happened to be 
our Upper Gross final with Dr. Thoma-
son. In the process of taking the final, my 
dear friend had finished her exam and 
was headed out the door. Dr. Thomason 
knew of our friendship, came over to me 
and told me to turn my test over, go out 
and say goodbye and then come back to 
finish the final. Dr. Pat Thomason will be 
forever endeared to me for her loving act 
of kindness. I am a better doctor for hav-
ing her in my life. Thank you for allowing 
me to share this with you and everyone 
that I hope will read it!

— Dr. Madelaine Miller-Stout ’86

I will never forget Dr. Cleveland III’s bril-
liance. It was my first day in Philosophy 
class with Dr. Cleveland, and only the sec-

ond time I had met him. He remembered 
my name! Not only that, there were 40 
of us in class that day and one by one he 
had each of us stand and tell who we were 
and where we were from. At the end, he 
called each of us by name and said where 
we were from and had us sit down. Was 
I impressed? You bet, but wait. The next 
week in a totally different classroom with 
a totally different seating arrangement, 
he had us all stand and he took roll from 
memory by having each of us sit down as 
he called our names and repeated where 
we were from. Super impressed now, but 
wait for it. At the end he asked “Where’s 
Chang?” One of us was missing from the 
week before, and somehow he knew it! 
He’s one of the most brilliant people I’ve 
ever known. It was an honor to be one of 
his students.

— Dr. Charles Libich ’92

I have some great memories of serving in 
StuCo and rubbing shoulders with lead-
ers of the College and profession.

— Dr. Nathan Bailey ’05

The Halloween party we had during our 
first trimester was quite memorable.

— Dr. Julian Giles ’13

Take a look back

1980s
A Cleveland-KC faculty/alumni softball 
team, competing in metropolitan-area 
parks and recreation leagues, charts 
three successive championship seasons 
in 1981, 1982 and 1983. The high-
octane team is managed by Dr. Jim 
Borgeson ’77 with Dr. Jimmie Williams 
’81 pitching, Dr. Clark Beckley ’75 at 
third base, Dr. Eric Rasmussen ’81 at 
second base and Dr. Doran Nicholson 
’80 in left field. 

1990s
In early 1991, Dr. Ray Hawk ’68 hits 
the airwaves on Kansas City’s KCNW 
Radio 1380 on the AM dial with his 
call-in talk show, “Back Talk with Dr. 
Hawk.” The 30-minute radio show airs 
every Monday morning at 9:30, educat-
ing the station’s 40,000 listeners on how 
chiropractic treatment can benefit their 
overall health and wellness. Many lis-
teners try chiropractic for the first time 
as a result of hearing Dr. Hawk’s show.

2000s
During Cleveland-LA’s Homecoming 
2001 celebration, with the theme “It’s 
Groovy,” Drs.  David ’71 and Tom ’73 
Pamer share the “Alum of the Year” 
award. Other honorees are Dr. John 
Raithel III ’85, Outstanding Alumni 
Award; Dr. Kevin Herson ’02, Alumni 
Award; and Dr. Lauren Evans ’03, Dr. 
Carl S. Cleveland Jr. Scholarship. After 
dinner, a disco dance is headlined by Dr. 
Feelgood & the Scoliosis Blues Band.

Time to share
This column gives Clevelanders 
from KC and LA the opportunity 

to share their memories or fun 
stories with fellow alumni and 

friends of the College.

To offer “Memory Lane” items
for publication, please either: (1) 
visit www.cleveland.edu/alumni-

news and fill out the online form; 
(2) email memories to scott.

albright@cleveland.edu along 
with your graduation year and 

contact information; or (3) mail 
your submission to Clevelander, 
Cleveland Chiropractic College, 
10850 Lowell Ave., Suite 2045, 

Overland Park, Kan. 66210.

Submissions should be about 
100 words in length. Those 

chosen for publication may be 
edited for style and clarity.

 Do you remember these events?
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Thomas, Katchmarik
say their goodbyes

I’ve worked on three 
Cleveland campuses 

– 37th & Troost, 
Rockhill and here in 

Overland Park. ... The 
locations have changed, 

but we still have the 
same commitment to 

build strong academic 
programs, and a 

dedicated faculty and 
support staff.”

Marcia Thomas
Library Director & Professor

“

by Scott Vater

Jack Katchmarik and Marcia 
Thomas are shown leaving

campus during their final days 
at the College. The two served 

Cleveland for a combined 70 years.

We spend our lives dividing time 
between work and play. When 

we reminisce about our past, we recall 
the special moments of a life and a 

career from days 
gone by. Eventually, 
we trade in those 
old days in favor of 
new ones and life 
begins again. Such 
is the case for Mar-
cia Thomas and 
Jack Katchmarik, 
who retired from 
the College in 
December after a 
combined 70 years 
of service.   

Thomas spent 
37 years at the Col-
lege, serving as the 
library director and 
a professor. Katch-
marik logged 33 

years on the Facilities team. While there 
was certainly change over the years, much 
has remained the same. 

“I’ve worked on three Cleveland cam-
puses – 37th and Troost, Rockhill and 
here in Overland Park,” Thomas said. 
“Many of the curricular and adminis-
trative changes have been spurred by 
the accreditation process… the locations 
have changed, but we still have the same 
commitment to build strong academic 
programs, and a dedicated faculty and 
support staff.”  

One thing that did see a dramat-
ic transformation is the library. When 
Thomas arrived at the Troost campus in 
1976, she found a 10- by 12-foot room 
of shared space, offering 250 titles that 
had been purchased by Student Council, 
and seating for four. Through her tireless 
efforts, the new library now holds about 
16,000 books, 200 print subscriptions, 
offers access to thousands of electronic 
source materials and has seating for 165. 

As the Lead Facilities Attendant, Jack 
spent the last 33 years doing what was 

necessary to keep the buildings and their 
contents in good working order. Whether 
it was constructing, repairing, hanging, 
painting or fabricating, there wasn’t too 
much that he didn’t do during his time at 
Cleveland. If something was broken, Jack 
probably fixed it. Armed with an array of 
tools and a sharp wit, his hands were an 
integral part of daily jobs too numerous 
to mention. 

After their lengthy tenure, both left 
with a host of memories and few regrets. 
For Thomas, the memory held most dear 
was “meeting Jack.” As colleagues, they 
became friends and along the way, dis-
covered they made a pretty good team, so 
they married in 1994. 

When reflecting on his time at the 
College, Katchmarik was nostalgic about 
the good, saying there were “too many 
nice things to just sort out a few.” Regard-
ing what he’ll miss, he said “the day-to-
day challenges, but I definitely won’t miss 
the commute. Especially in the winter.”

Katchmarik was asked what he would 
hope his supervisor might say about his 
time here, and he replied, “lots of good 
things.” As for her legacy, Thomas also 
hoped for a positive review. 

“I would hope it would be something 
like ‘she was loyal to her profession and 
to her staff; she treated everyone with 
respect and expected the same in return; 
she was honest, ethical and fair, and 
trusted that everyone else was, too,’” 
Thomas said.

As for those they will remember fond-
ly, both cited Dr. Dwight Gerred, a 
former administrator, as one who made 
a lasting impact on them personally. 
Thomas also mentioned Dr. Clark Beck-
ley, vice president of campus and alumni 
relations, and the library staff with whom 
she worked through the years.

The two now have more time for fam-
ily and volunteer work, and they relish 
what lies ahead. A new way of life will 
unfold each day. And, for the first time 
in a long while, they no longer have to 
divide time between work and play. q
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You’ve got to ‘give to live’
As we became chiropractors, we all had a desire or dream to give back in some way.     

Hence, we became doctors of the greatest profession — chiropractic. Now that 
our dreams have or are becoming a reality, our hearts are filled with the ability to give to 
our patients, family, friends, charities, churches, colleges, etc. We are lucky in that we get 

to give of ourselves on a daily basis and make a living doing so. You’ve 
got to “Give to Live” as rocker Sammy Hagar sings.

As alumni of Cleveland Chiropractic College, the Alumni Associa-
tion is asking you to give of your time, talent or treasure. There are 
opportunities for you to give to the students and alumni of this great 
College, which ultimately benefits our profession.

The association has worked side by side with Cleveland’s “Success 
Strategies” program. In attendance at our fall event were about 25 
students and alumni focusing on successful practice tips. The event 
had alums speaking about their successes and lessons learned in prac-

tice, which covered topics relating to recent grads and seasoned doctors. We also had 
guest speakers that hit on financial strategies to get started in practice as an associate, 
independent contractor, or solo-practicing doctor. Dr. James Anderson ’66 brought in 
a marvelous speaker who spoke about keeping your mind focused on the positive as a 
student and a doctor, and success will follow. Another similar event was held Jan. 25.

I urge you to make it one of your goals for 2014 to think about how you can get 
involved in the Cleveland Alumni Association. Ask yourself: “How can I give back to 
my alma mater? Is it with my time, talent or treasure?” The answers are easy when you 
consider that, in helping the association, you are ultimately helping the students and 
alumni of Cleveland, as well as the future of the profession itself.

— Dr. Patrick Hammond ’97, president, CCC Alumni Association

The College’s Alumni 
Association is continually 

exploring opportunities to be 
of greater service to alumni 
and association members. If 
you have suggestions about 

how we can better serve you, 
please don’t hesitate to

email or call us.

Dr. Patrick Hammond, 
association president, can

be reached via email at
doc@hammondchiro.com

or by leaving a message at 
(913) 234-0627. 

To reach Dr. Clark Beckley, 
vice president of campus & 

alumni relations, send email to 
clark.beckley@cleveland.edu 

or call (913) 234-0609.

Let’s travel the road ahead
Where did the year go? My dad always said the older you get the faster the time 

goes. Once again, I think he was right! The theme for Homecoming 2013 was 
“Your Road Ahead” and now we begin preparing for what lies over the horizon in 2014.

One thing is certain, 2014 will be a year with challenges. The Affordable Care Act has 
brought with it a level of uncertainty. As practitioners, we have many 
questions and I am not sure we have the answers yet. Some would say 
“I sure miss the good old days” and, having been in practice for 38 
years, I sometimes find myself falling into that trap. You can’t move 
forward while looking backward. We will just have to see how it plays 
out. As a profession, we have always been resilient and we will continue 
to be on the road ahead.

One of the best ways to grow the profession and support our alma 
mater is by referring students. As I travel and meet with alumni, I hear 
that Cleveland has a reputation of graduating great adjustors. We have 

earned that reputation. Help ensure the well-being of our profession and our College by 
recommending Cleveland to those who have the potential and passion to join us.  

Speaking earlier of Homecoming, I must add that it was a powerful and successful 
weekend. There was so much positive energy generated from the more than 650 doctors, 
chiropractic assistants, students, vendors and others who attended. Kudos to all who 
made it successful. If you missed it, you can join us in 2014. The dates are Oct. 10-12.  

Need to get away? How about “Vegas Baby?” Our Alumni Association is co-sponsor-
ing 12 hours of continuing education in the city that never sleeps from Feb. 28-March 2 
at the Flamingo Hotel on the Las Vegas Strip. It is still not too late to visit cleveland.edu 
to register online. Hope to see you there! As always, be safe and be well.

— Dr. Clark Beckley ’75, vice president, Campus & Alumni Relations
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Dr. 
Thomas 
Allen ’68, 
Saratoga 

Springs, Utah, has 
retired. l

Dr. Clifton 
Porterfield ’68, 
Goodland, Kan., 
has retired. ■

Dr. Larry 
Danser 
’75 has 
retired. 

He spent time in 
Pennsylvania with 
his daughter and 
grandsons, before 
returning to Ari-
zona. ■

Dr. Kim 
Eastes 
’88 is 
one of the 

founders of “I 
am One...We are 

One,” a non-profit 
support group 
for those who 
have experienced 
sexual abuse. The 
group got its start 
as a result of a 
Facebook post in 
April 2013 during 
Sexual Awareness 
Month, and has 
has now grown 
into a campaign 
“to bring unity 
to those who 
are ‘One.’” Visit 
iamone.me or 
facebook.com/
Iamoneweareone 
to learn more. ■

Dr. Peri-
lyn Olson 
’92 is now 
certified as 

a Medical Com-
pliance Specialist 
- Physician (MCS-
P). ■

Dr. Clinton 
‘Chip’ Gowan ’95 
achieved the status 
of Diplomate with 
the American Chi-
ropractic Board of 
Sports Physicians 
in May 2013. 
There is only one 
other DACBSP in 
Missouri. ■

Dr. Stuart Martin 
’96 is now serving 
his community 
as a credentialed 
Medicare provider. 
Owner of Martin 
Family Chiro-
practic Center, 
with locations in 
Los Angeles and 
Montrose, Calif., 
Martin informs 
his patients that 
the human body 
was designed to 
last at least 150 
years. His plan 

for embracing 
that longevity 
combines expert 
structural care 
and algae-based 
Superfoods to aid 
in boosting one’s 
life expectancy. To 
learn more, visit 
stuarttmartindc.
com or call (323) 
459-6736. l

Dr. William 
LeMay ’98, 
Bartlesville, Okla., 
reported he has 
charted success in 
his practice helping 
children with aller-
gy-related autism 
using Nambudri-
pad’s Allergy Elimi-
nation Techniques 
(NAED). ■

Dr. Debra Pentz 
’99, a Pennsylvania 
native, moved to 

’60s

Connections

Stay connected
Keep in touch with College 
classmates and friends by 
informing us of life changes. To 
submit information for the alumni 
news section of the magazine, 
you can either: (1) visit www.
cleveland.edu/alumni-news and 
fill out the online form; (2) email 
memories to scott.albright@
cleveland.edu along with your 
graduation year and contact 
information; or (3) mail your 
submission to Clevelander, 
Cleveland Chiropractic College, 
10850 Lowell Ave., Suite 2045, 
Overland Park, Kan. 66210.

’70s

Dr. Chris Bantock ’13 takes a break from 
treating patients to enjoy the sights and 

sounds of Africa, including elephants in their 
natural habitat. While in Botswana as part of 

the World Spine Care Initiative, Bantock spent 
some of his free time on safari.

Dr. Bantock travels abroad
Going the distance for the pro-

fession is certainly one way to 
describe 2013 for Dr. Chris Bantock. 
After his graduation in April, he pre-
pared himself for an odyssey that few 
get to experience. During the summer, 
he traveled to Botswana as part of the 
World Spine Care (WSC) Initiative. 
The WSC is a non-profit organization 
of health care professionals that offer 
treatment for spine-related conditions 
in underserved areas around the globe.

Bantock was selected to travel to 
Botswana to offer chiropractic care to 
those in need. He departed in late June 
2013 and returned in early August. His 
service follows that of another Cleve-
land alum, Dr. Sarah Potthoff ’11, who 
made a similar trip to Africa with the 
WSC in 2012.  

Not only was he able to assist those 
in need, he was also able to experience 

people, places and things that others 
may never see.

“I am truly grateful that WSC pro-
vided me with this opportunity and 
of course the potential opportunity 
for many future clinicians, not just in 
Botswana, but the growing projects 
underway in India, Tanzania, Ethiopia, 
and Dominican Republic,” Bantock 
said. “I am also thankful for the support 
of Cleveland University and for provid-
ing me with the education and skills to 
practice chiropractic.”

In order to unlock this distant land 
for others, Bantock agreed to docu-
ment his trip via blog from Africa. His 
musings were posted on the Cleveland 
website, along with photos that offer a 
visual record of his experiences. Visit 
cleveland.edu/blog and click on the 
“Alumni Blogs” link in the left column 
to read Bantock’s blog. q

’80s

’90s
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One never knows where 
a career path may 

lead, but in some instances 
it might just include places 
more distant than one ever 
thought possible. Such was the 
case for Dr. Lon Johnson, a 
1983 Cleveland graduate who 
practiced in the Kansas City 
area and in Eureka Springs, 
Ark., after graduation. While 
contemplating career possibili-
ties in Nevada, he learned of 
an overseas practice that was 
in need of a chiropractor, so 
he took the job. He spent the 
next 14 years in Croatia.    

Johnson said it all hap-
pened very quickly. His con-
tacts in Croatia were in des-
perate need of a chiropractor 
and were not to be denied. 
So insistent were they in their 
desire to have him, they were 
prepared to send him a ticket 
the next day if he committed 
to the position. There were ad-
ministrative details to address, 
but he was soon en route with 
his adjusting skills and just 
$200 in his pocket.

He arrived, got settled, 
then went right to work, see-
ing 70 patients on his first day. 
He began working at a prac-
tice near the Adriatic Sea, but 
eventually moved inland to 
the capital city of Zagreb. 

“I was one of about 20 
chiropractors in the country,” 
Johnson said. “I received a lot 
of referrals from medical doc-
tors because they wanted a real 
‘degreed’ chiropractor.”

As he possessed the proper 
qualifications, Johnson en-
joyed a level of preferred status. 
Many in the populace held a 
level of distrust for traditional 
medical care and Johnson was 
something different. He was 

able to allay the fears of some 
simply by providing a viable 
option to the allopathic medi-
cal community.

“I became well-known for 
treating discs successfully with-
out surgery,” John-
son said. “I even saw 
the head of Croatia’s 
largest pharmaceuti-
cal company.”   

As for the coun-
try itself, Johnson 
found it to be a place 
comprised of small 
towns mostly, which 
he found “refresh-
ing.” Venice, Vienna 
and Budapest were 
all just four hours 
away, and Sarajevo 
and Belgrade were 
other preferred desti-
nations that were fairly close.

The economic downturn 
and some health concerns 
brought him back to the Unit-
ed States, but he looks forward 
to “re-connecting with family 
and friends.” After 30 years, 
Johnson still speaks warmly of 
the College and his class, call-
ing them “all good people.”

His time at the Rockhill 
campus, making friends and 
earning his chiropractic de-
gree,  remains a most memo-
rable part of his life.

“It was exciting, high en-
ergy . . . very fondly remem-
bered days,” Johnson said. “I’d 
go back and do it all over again 
if I could.”

Time passes. The bonds 
between classmates may loos-
en somewhat, but they can 
never be broken. There is 
always time to share a laugh, 
and the comfort that one feels 
knowing they can always take 
the path back home again. q

alumninews

Arizona in 1999 
to pursue her love 
of golf and sun-
shine. Since then, 
she has been the 
owner of a private 
chiropractic, mas-
sage therapy and 
physical therapy 
practice. She is also 
an active member 
of Red Mountain 
Ranch Women’s 
Golf Leagues. She 
can be reached at 
Active Spine Cen-
ter, 6106 E. Brown 
Road, Suite 103, 
Mesa, Ariz., 85205. 
(480) 833-0302. ■

Dr. Ronnie Sikka 
’99 is the official 
chiropractor of 
the Everett Sil-
vertips semi-pro 
hockey team, and 
the Washington 
Stealth, a profes-
sional lacrosse 
team. He can be 
reached at Progres-
sive Chiropractic 
& Massage, 711 
112th St., SE, Unit 
C, Everett, Wash. 
98208. (425) 355-
5000. ■ 

Dr. Julia 
Miller ’02 
relocated 

from Spokane, 
Wash., to Reno, 
Nev., and joined 
Integrated Spinal 
Solutions. ■

Dr. William “Bo” 
Bryson ’03 has 
authored a book 
titled “Create a 
Trinity Lifestyle” 
that is available at 
Amazon.com and
continued on pg. 10 

Dr. Lon Johnson’83 spent more 
than a decade practicing in Croatia. 

While there, he changed the lives 
of thousands with chiropractic in an 

area of the world where few were 
professionally trained in the discipline. 
Now back home in the U.S., Johnson 

is preparing to turn the page on the 
next chapter of his career  

Dr. Johnson answers 
Croatia’s call for care 

■ = CCCKC graduate

l = CCCLA graduate

’00s



Clevelander 10

alumninews

Dr. Thad Schneider ’07, right, was 
presented the 2013 Kansas Chiro-
practic Association (KCA) “Young 

Doctor of the Year” award by KCA 
President Dr. Kendall Payne ’01 dur-
ing the Homecoming awards recep-

tion Oct. 12. Schneider was also 
installed as secretary/treasurer of the 

KCA during the weekend.

Barnes & Noble 
bookstores. Bryson, 
who owns Trin-
ity Chiropractic 
in Lincoln, Neb., 
also co-authored 
a booklet in 2003 
titled “Regain 
Movement, Stabil-
ity & Your Life.” 
He maintains a 
blog on his practice 
website. ■

Dr. Svetlana Mena 
’03 has been in 
practice in Leaven-
worth, Kan., for 10 
years. She is married 
and has two sons, 
ages 13 and 6. ■

Dr. Amanda 
Dunn ’06 was 
voted “Best chiro-
practor” in Kansas 
City by The Pitch 
Weekly newspaper. 
After hearing of the 
award, Dunn said: 
“It is an honor to 
serve my commu-
nity and help my 
patients live health-
ier, happier lives.” 
Visit dunndc.com 
to learn more. ■

Dr. William Park 
’06 is practicing in 
Korea. l

Dr. Brandon 
Rech ’07, Ashland, 
Neb., had a second 
baby, a girl named 
Kenna in Sept. 
2013, He operates 
Rech Chiropractic 
& Acupuncture in 
Lincoln, Neb. ■

Dr. Marcos Lerma 
’08, who resides in 
Kansas City, Kan., 
had a baby girl, 
Sophia. ■

Dr. Justin Gra-
bouski ’09 got 
married July 13, 
2013. ■

Dr. Kyle Gulledge 
’09, co-owner of 
Gulledge Family 
Wellness in Over-
land Park, Kan., 
was named to the 
Ingram’s magazine’s 
“Top 20 in their 
20s” list, which was 
published in the 
June 2013 issue. 
The annual listing 
honors the Kansas 
City metro’s top 20 
professionals 20 to 
29 years old. ■

Dr. Brad Hoch-
stein ’09 Lincoln, 
Neb., had twin 
girls, Adelyn and 
Emersyn. ■

Dr. Lindsey 
(Green) McCoy 
’09 announces 
the birth of a son, 
Brooks Hunter. ■

Dr. Daniel Mukai 
’09 of Seattle, 
Wash., got married 
Aug. 11, 2013. ■

Dr. Ricky Sikka 
’09, Seattle, Wash., 
got married Sept. 
1, 2013. ■

Dr. Tracey Smith 
’09 resides in 
North Carolina, 
and had a baby 
boy, Colton. ■

Dr. 
Melissa 
Marshall 
’10 Grand 

Ledge, Mich., 
had a baby boy, 
Weston. ■

Dr. Schneider 
honored with 
KCA award
The Kansas Chiropractic Associa-

tion (KCA) honored Dr. Thad 
Schneider ’07 in October, naming him 
“Young Doctor of the Year” for 2013. 

Presented during 
the annual KCA 
convention, held in 
conjunction with 
Cleveland’s Home-
coming festivities, 
the award recog-
nizes a young D.C. 
that represents the 
best of the profes-
sion in Kansas. 

Although he has 
worked with the 
KCA since graduat-
ing, he has never 
been motivated by 
awards, which is 
why he was so sur-

prised to hear his name called. 
“I never expected any accolades, I just 

felt being a member and giving some 
of my time was the right thing to do,” 
Schneider said. “I was completely blind 
sided with this award, one of the rare 
times I have been speechless.”

Calling himself “humbled” to be 
among the group of previous recipi-
ents, Schneider was particularly pleased 
because the award was given in honor 
of Dr. Darryl Fore, a man he knew and 
praised as a great chiropractor and a 
leader in the profession. 

Schneider remains focused on service, 
and looks forward to his new post as sec-
retary/treasurer for the KCA. Moreover, 
he encourages other young doctors to 
make a similar commitment. 

“Be a part of your associations, your 
city and your church,” Schneider said. 
“There is no greater reward than service 
to others and, after all, that is what we do 
as doctors, serve our communities.” 

Schneider shared credit with his wife, 
Shannon, whom he called a constant 
source of support over the last 20 years. q

’10s
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Dr. Barry Wilson’s chi-
ropractic journey has 

been about as eventful as one 
could ever imagine. It started 
in 1966, at the age of 3, when 
he was relieved of debilitating 
pain, and freed from wear-
ing leg braces, through chiro-
practic care. Now, fast-forward 
three years. Wilson is 6 years 
old, and has the immense thrill 
of watching Dr. John Meise 
give President Harry S. Tru-
man an adjustment as therapy 
for his arthritic hip. Consider-
ing this, it’s no wonder that 
when he reached high school, 
he wanted nothing more than 
to be a chiropractor.

Continuing his journey 
of milestones, Wilson gradu-
ated in 1986 at the age of 23, 
which at the time made him 
Cleveland Chiropractic Col-
lege’s second youngest gradu-
ate. Today, after answering 
an ad on ChiroPlanet.com, 
Wilson is blazing a new trail 
overseas, practicing in several 
public hospitals in the Yunnan 
Province of China.

“I thought, ‘How many 
times does somebody get a 
chance to leave the country, 

see another part of the world 
and change people’s lives?’” 
Wilson said. “These are people 
who have never 
been exposed to 
the great power of 
chiropractic.”

Wilson is cer-
tified through the 
Chinese govern-
ment, and is only 
the third licensed 
chiropractor there 
to practice in a 
public hospital. 
He treats an aver-
age of 65 patients 
per day, working 
in hospitals in Jiangcheng, 
Kunming and Shanghai.

“You wouldn’t believe how 
grateful they are to receive 
relief from their pain,” he said. 
“Some come in with herniated 
discs, or other major spinal ail-
ments. They are amazed. They 
bow and say ‘Xiexie,’ meaning 
‘Thank You!’”

Wilson continues to make 
an impact for the profession in 
the global arena. What is the 
next milestone on his journey? 
Helping start a chiropractic 
college in China. q

Dr. Barry Wilson ’86 adjusts a 
patient in the Jiangcheng Central 

Hospital in the Yunnan Province of 
China, where he began residency 
in January 2013. Wilson is one of 
only three licensed chiropractors 

practicing in public hospitals 
in China, and has worked in 

Jiangcheng, Kunming and 
Shanghai during the past year. 

Chiropractic journey 
eventful for Wilson

Dr. Jordan Hinds 
’11 resides in 
Oklahoma and 
announces a baby 
boy, Kamden. ■

Dr. Jennifer Knob-
be-Bloodworth ’11 
of Ankeny, Iowa, 
had a baby girl, 
Londyn. ■

Dr. Melissa 
(Waszak) Meylor 
’11, Omaha, got 
married Oct. 26, 
2013. ■

Dr. Dan Bachler 
’12 opened Bachler 
Chiropractic on 
Oct. 21 with a 
ribbon-cutting cere-
mony Nov. 21, with 
more than 50 peo-
ple in attendance. 
In addition to treat-
ing patients for back 
pain, fibromyalgia, 
plantar faciitis, 
scoliosis and sports 
injuries, Bachler 
is also certified 
in kinesio taping. 
Bachler Chiroprac-
tic is located at 305 
N. Heatherwilde 
Blvd., Bldg. D,
continued on pg. 12

Reflections

To share news of the passing of alumni or friends of the College, please send an email to sarah.hilliard@cleveland.edu
or mail a note to Alumni Services, Cleveland Chiropractic College, 10850 Lowell Ave., Overland Park, Kan. 66210.

The inevitable passing of alumni, their family members and friends of the College saddens all of us within the Cleveland 
community. Although they are gone, they are not forgotten. Alumni Services has learned of the following passings:

Dr. Donald Mills ’75 died March 19, 2013. ■
Dr. Al Sandefur ’67 died March 23, 2013. ■
Dr. Barbara Hoyt ’75 died April 1, 2013. ■

Dr. Carl Meinhardt ’57 died April 27, 2013. ■
Dr. John Kiser ’66 died May 21, 2013. ■

Dr. Clark Boget ’63 died May 31, 2013. ■
Dr. Kenneth Owings ’49 died July 16, 2013. ■

Dr. Barry King ’77 died July 16, 2013. ■
Dr. Louis Hamilton ’74 died Aug. 10, 2013. ■
Dr. Michele Bonci ’89 died Aug. 26, 2013. ■

Dr. Richard D. Yennie ’53 died Oct. 11, 2013. ■
Dr. Cecil Yates ’47 died Nov. 30, 2013. ■

Dr. Bradley Fazeka ’95 died Dec. 11, 2013. l
Dr. Norma Sturtridge ’64 died Jan. 8, 2014. ■

■ = CCCKC graduate

l = CCCLA graduate
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Dr. Kay Carver ’71 takes a moment 
to reflect during her speech after 

being named 2013 “Alum of the Year” 
at the annual Homecoming awards 

reception. Dr. Kay is the niece of Dr. 
Mary Jane Newcomb, the first-ever 

recipient of the award.

Suite 5, Pfluger-
ville, Texas. Bachler 
can be reached via 
email at drdan-
bachler@gmail.com 
or by calling (512) 
990-2400. ■

Dr. Christopher 
Beech ’12, Wich-
ita, Kan., opened 
Beech Chiropractic 
on Aug. 12. He is 
pleased to be treat-
ing between 400 
and 500 patients 
per week. ■

Drs. Brooke and 
Camden Day 
’12 opened their 
private practice 
together in north-
ern New Jersey on 
June 1, 2013. They 
love being close 
to New York City, 
the Jersey Shore 
and the mountains 
in New York and 
Vermont. Day 
Family Chiroprac-
tic is located at 24 
Wyckoff Ave., Suite 
2, Waldwick, N.J. 
07463 They can be 
reached by calling 
(201) 391-0805. ■

Dr. Juan Martinez 
’12 opened his 
own clinic, Wichita 
Chiropractic Clin-
ic, in May 2012. ■

Dr. Kacie (Estes) 
Walters ’12 of 
Overland Park, KS, 
recently announced 
the birth of her 
second child, a 
daughter, Isabella. 
Walters is married 
to current student, 
Travis Walters, who 
will graduate in 
May 2014. ■

Dr. Ryan Day ’12 
opened Day Chiro-
practic and Rehab 
in Lakewood, 
Colo., in September 
2012. ■

Drs. Manuel ’12 
and Jill Diaz ’11, 
Manassas, Va., held 
the grand opening 
for their new prac-
tice in Manassas in 
November 2012.

Dr. Dave Op-
perman ’12 was 
featured Dec. 17, 
2012, on Kansas 
City FOX4-TV’s 
“Pay It Forward” 
segment. In the 
piece, Opperman 
is paid back by a 
patient he treated 
after a workplace 
injury despite her 
lack of insurance. 
Visit cleveland.edu’s 
“News” section for 
a full story and a 
link to the FOX4-
TV video. ■

Dr. Leslie Beh-
rends ’13 had a 
baby girl, Brynley 
on Sept. 6, 2013. ■

Dr. Jessica Tall-
man ’13 has joined 
First Choice Chiro-
practic in Overland 
Park, Kan. ■

Drs. Nick ’13 and 
Larisa (Khaida-
rova) Schabel ’13 
were featured in the 
Jan. 2014 issue of 
Simply KC maga-
zine. The article 
showcased their 
practice, Schabel 
Peformance Health 
& Wellness, located 
at 13342 Pawnee 
Lane, Leawood, 
Kan. ■

Dr. Carver 
named 2013 
‘Alum of Year’
Homecoming enriches attendees in 

a variety of ways. Professionally, 
there is the opportunity to earn continu-
ing education credits. But Homecoming 

is more than that, it’s 
a social event where 
familiar faces gather 
in the spirit of friend-
ship and service.  The 
Alumni Board hon-
ors that spirit each 
year with the “Alum 
of the Year” award, 
and 2013’s worthy 
recipient was Dr. Kay 
Carver ’71.

Dr. Kay has a long 
and storied personal 
history with the disci-
pline and the College. 

She comes from a family of chiropractors, 
with lineage that spans the generations. 
Exposed to the world of chiropractic from 
her youth, she embraced it, and a profes-
sion committed to health and wellness 
became her calling as well. 

“My entire life, I have been surround-
ed by a family of great chiropractors,” Dr. 
Kay said. “This family includes my father, 
husband, brother, aunt, maternal grand-
parents, uncles, cousins, father-in-law and 
close friends. I have the utmost respect for 
this circle of family and friends.”

Dr. Kay said she now shares the award 
that many in her circle have also won. 
Including her aunt, Dr. Mary Jane New-
comb ’46, who was the recipient of the 
first “Alum of the Year” award in 1983.

“High standards for working in the 
profession have been set by our family,” 
Dr. Kay said. “I am humbled, honored 
and thankful to the Alumni Board for the 
opportunity to receive this award, and to 
be able to stand with this group of distin-
guished alumni.”

Dr. Kay has served Cleveland well. She 
has always remained true to the institu-
tion, the discipline and the chiropractic 
legacy she shares with her loved ones. q
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Farewell faculty, staff 
Several longtime faculty and staff members retired in 2013. Their Cleveland family 

took time to wish them well at retirement parties held throughout the year.

Elizabeth Cleveland
Foundation Director
Year Started: 1976

Retirement: March 15

Jack Katchmarik
Lead Facilities Attendant 

Year Started: 1980
Retirement: Dec. 31 

Dr. Larry Beem
Clincian & Professor
Year Started: 1992

Retirement: Aug. 31

Judy Stubbendeck
Admissions Assistant
Year Started: 1997

Retirement Date: June 7

In addition to the five 
retirees at the left, 
Marcia Thomas, 
Library Director & 
Professor, retired 
Dec. 31. Thomas 
started at Cleveland 
in 1976. She respect-
fully requested that 
her photo be omitted 
here. See page 6 for a 
story on Thomas and 
Jack Katchmarik.

Dr. Adi Virji
Professor

Year Started: 2003
Retirement: Dec. 31

Jack Katchmarik hams it up with his boss, Frank Haney.

Elizabeth Cleveland visits with well wishers at her party.

Dr. Larry Beem enjoys a raucous moment with clinicians.

Dr. Adi Virji dons the fishing hat he received as a gift.Judy Stubbendeck claps after Benjamin Ford sang for her.
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Achieving diplomate status in a 
particular area is one way doctors of 
chiropractic can set themselves apart. 
Intensive coursework, often requiring more 
than 300 hours of advanced 
study, concludes with a 
multi-faceted examination 
to test competency.

There are many prac-
titioners who devote their 
time to pursuing additional 
certifications or postgraduate 
coursework to enhance 
their skills. Although these 
supplemental academic off-
erings are beneficial for the doctor and 
their practice, some patients are looking 
for something more. They want a caregiver 
who can relate to their specific community 
on a level others may not be able to 
achieve. It’s an unmistakable connection 
that not everyone possesses.

Dr. Andrew Bonci ’89 operates a 
multicultural practice in Mission, Kan. 
Many years ago, he provided chiropractic 
care to those at shelters in Kansas City. He 

then chose to pursue a greater role in the 
health care of the underserved people in 
the city, including those in the Hispanic 
community. Subsequent work in Mexico 
allowed him to learn more about the 
Mexican culture, which only strengthened 
his desire to help others. 

Bonci said the Hispanic community 
often turns to chiropractic first for care, 
but added that chiropractors should not 
take that care for granted.

 “Many believe 
that they can learn 
a few phrases in 
Spanish or have a 
translator present and 
they can court the 
Hispanic community 
as a potential practice 
resource,” Bonci 
said. “This is only 
marginally true. One 

must be culturally literate to be successful 
when developing such a practice.”

Bonci’s choice to operate a multicultural 
practice is rewarding, and he said he is 
proud of the career path he has taken.

“It is very difficult to regret something 
that you feel called to do,” Bonci said. 

There is a lot of opportunity in chiropractic, 
but I think the area of sports has an advantage 
because there is so much positive press around 
treating athletes and so many athletes who are 

outspoken in the praise of chiropractic.”
Dr. Sheila Wilson ’95

“

Diverse Paths

coverstory

by Scott Vater

As some doctors begin to move toward one or more of a variety of specialized practice models, chi-
ropractic has become a profession with many diverse paths. These paths can lead to a technique 
specialty, interdisciplinary pursuits, or maybe a rural, sports or multicultural practice. Whatever 

the case may be, one must follow their heart to find the road that is right for them. It’s a formula that has 
worked well for many doctors of chiropractic, and a multitude of practitioners who graduated from Cleve-
land Chiropractic College are leading the way in this movement.

TRAVERSING CHIROPRACTIC’S
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“This kind of practice has its unique joys 
and frustrations, and they are not for 
everyone. So, no, I have no regrets. I only 
have a desire for greater charity in my 
heart, life and work.”

Dr. C.O. (Chip) Gowan ’95 chose 
multiple paths after graduation. After time 
as an associate, he returned to Cleveland 
to teach and serve as a clinician, while also 
earning postgraduate certifications.

By 2003, Gowan moved into 
interdisciplinary practice serving as the 
College’s team leader for its academic 
chiropractic clinic located within Truman 
Medical Center.

“That led to my continued interest 
in hospital-based interdisciplinary chiro-
practic practice, and my application to fill 
the first, and still only, staff chiropractic 
position at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs within Kansas City’s VA Medical 
Center,” Gowan said.

Gowan continues to serve as the 
chiropractic physician at the VA Medical 
Center in Kansas City. 

Dr. Dustin Cheney ’03 found that his 
diverse career path led to the rural town of 
Phillipsburg, Kan., population 2,520. He 
saw the opportunity on a bulletin board in 
the Cleveland outpatient clinic before he 
graduated. He wanted to be a small-town 
practitioner, and the town embraced him. 

“The nice thing about practicing in 
rural America is that you can do a lot more 
with very little financial investment and 
a strong possibility of upward success,” 
Cheney said. “I wanted to provide 
primary care, and my town allowed me 
the opportunity to be that for my patients. 
Many of our patients consider us their 
primary care physician, and that is taking 
on a large amount of responsibility, but it 
is also very rewarding.”

The bond between his family and the 
people of Phillipsburg continues to grow.

“We have lived in our community 
longer than any allopathic provider,” 

Cheney said. “We’ve 
been there for our 
town during many 
ups and downs, and 
we’ll be there for 
many years to come.” 

Dr. Sheila Wilson 
’95 practices in 
Indianapolis, primar-
ily as a sports chiro-
practor. Being heavily 
involved with ath-
letics in her youth, 
she knew sports held 
her heart. She first 
practiced with her 
father. Then, after 
earning the Certified 
Chiropractic Sports 
Physician certifica-
tion, opened her own 
practice, specializing 
in treating athletes to 
help them maximize performance. 

“There is a lot of opportunity in 
chiropractic, but I think the area of sports 
has an advantage because there is so much 
positive press around treating athletes and 
so many athletes that are very outspoken 
in their praise of chiropractic,” she said.

It’s also an appealing occupation. 
“When I talk to students, I tell them 

that the best thing about being a sports 
chiropractor is that I love going to work 
every day,” Wilson said. “It might be at my 
practice or it might be at a local, national 
or international event, but it’s the best 
thing I can imagine for a career.” 

Wilson believes utilizing the “techniques 
and principles” for athletes on her non-
athletic patients makes her a better doctor.

Dr. T.J. Hackler ’07 pursued a 
specialized practice as well, as he focuses 
on the use of Active Release Technique 
(ART). After being treated with ART in 
high school and college, he knew that path 
was right for him. So certain was he that 

ART was his calling, he took his first 
seminar before starting at Cleveland, and 
was certified by the end of his first year. 

“Learning and utilizing ART along 
with chiropractic is the number one best 
decision I have made for my practice,” 
Hackler said. “It has made it so that 
what I do is different than most other 
chiropractors, and has allowed me to 
separate myself from what everybody else 
does. It has proven to be very good for my 
patients and my practice.”

Hackler now works with the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the University of Kansas track 
team and travels the country conducting 
seminars as an ART instructor.

The one thing that is similar about 
these divergent paths is that they all remain 
linked to the same starting point. Wherever 
practitioners roam geographically or 
professionally, each began that journey at 
Cleveland. The variety is a testament to 
the breadth of the profession now, and a 
precursor for what the future may hold. q

Four Cleveland alumni who have taken diverse paths are (clock-
wise from top) Dr. Andrew Bonci, who caters to multicultural 
patients; Dr. Sheila Wilson, second from left, who runs a sports 
practice; Dr. Dustin Cheney, who is a rural chiropractor; and Dr. 
T.J. Hackler, who specializes in the Active Release Technique.

“In school, my wise older sister said I should treat pregnant 
women by the beach. That stuck with me. I did the ICPA 
training while at Cleveland and have since carved my niche 
in prenatal/pediatric chiropractic. Pregnant women and 
mothers look for someone with specialized training to care 
for them. I love it and am blessed to care for this population 
of people every day.
– Dr. Natalie King Wilson ’07, Owner, Full Circle Chiropractic   

“In clinical experiences at Walter Reed National Medical 
Center and  Mahalape District Hospital, I observed various 
types of doctors in multidisciplinary health centers from or-
thopedists to neurologists in clinical settings. As I learned 
more about this model of care, I realized how the role of a 
chiropractor could improve one of the many voids in the 
broken healthcare system.”
– Dr. Sarah Potthoff ’11, Chiropractor, Casey Health Institute
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T    oday, health care is changing at a rapid pace, yet 
there are some very important constants in this 

world of change. Since its beginning in 1922, Cleveland 
Chiropractic College has maintained a firm commitment 
to a comprehensive and dynamic hands-on approach to 
chiropractic technique. The instructional program remains 
focused on addressing the clinical components of spinal 
dysfunction, including emphasis on functional spinal assess-
ment. This assessment is centered around the five compo-
nent model of Vertebral Subluxation Complex (VSC), and 
is then further combined with a best practices approach to 
chiropractic patient care. 

Cleveland’s unwavering commitment to technique 
instruction is embedded throughout the College’s four year 
curriculum. Beginning in the first trimester and continu-
ing through trimester five, students experience a series of 
technique courses as part of the Cleveland Comprehensive 
Methods Technique System. Following this, the technique 
experience progresses over the third and fourth year with the 
student participating in a collection of specialty technique 
systems coursework. Additionally, the student applies his/
her acquired technique skills in direct patient care, first in 
the Cleveland Student Clinic, and then to outpatients in the 
Cleveland Health Center during the senior year. 

The Cleveland Comprehensive Technique System begins 
in the first trimester with Technique I: Introduction to Func-
tional Analysis, a hands-on course in spinal palpation and as-
sessment. In this course, the student experiences an evidence 
informed approach to spinal evaluation. The central concept 
of this course centers on palpation and identification of key 
spinal landmarks from the upper cervicals and extending 
through the lumbars and  pelvis. The beginning student is 
introduced to the rationale and framework in which the doc-
tor of chiropractic utilizes these palpatory skills in patient as-
sessment. An introduction to establishing the doctor-patient 
relationship is also presented, and the student learns to take 
a brief spine-focused case history, to evaluate patient posture, 

and the procedures for screening of risk factors related to 
chronic disease. Procedures for the use of assessment and dis-
ability rating instruments that the student will later utilize as 
an intern in the College’s health center are presented. 

Continuing to build on the spinal assessment compe-
tencies presented in the Technique I course, the Technique 
II: Structural and Functional Spinal Assessment course is 
presented in the second trimester. This course focuses on 
building student confidence and skill in assessing the charac-
teristics of Vertebral Subluxation Complex in a dynamic, in-
teractive setting. This is combined with the application of the 
P.A.R.T.S.* Model and the identification and documentation 
required for Medicare reimbursement and other third party 
payer systems. This course provides an in-depth focus on mo-
tion palpation of the spine and an introduction to applicable 
orthopedic and neurological examination. This includes the 
practical and theoretical aspects of functional assessment. In 
addition, an extensive survey of outcomes research related to 
chiropractic, along with an overview of current theories based 
on mechanism-focused research related to spinal health and 
the vertebral subluxation complex is provided. Students are  
introduced to the neurobiological relationships associated 
with vertebral subluxation complex and its application in the 
clinical practice of hands-on patient assessment.

With a well-developed patient assessment skill set acquired 
in the Technique I and Technique II courses, the student 
is now prepared to begin the third trimester Technique III: 
Cleveland Comprehensive Methods that combines Full Spine 
Specific Recoil, Gonstead, and Diversified technique proto-
cols. These have been selected for inclusion as the core tech-
nique package within the Cleveland Comprehensive Courses 
because of their time tested, safe and effective application in 
chiropractic practice. The key objective is to develop compe-
tency in a number of spinal adjustive approaches representa-
tive of the various hands-on techniques procedures  typically 
used in chiropractic practice. 

The Technique III course focuses on adjusting methods as 

BY DR. TOM NICHOLS

C L E V E L A N D 

T E C H N I Q U E

E X P E R I E N C E
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THROUGHOUT 
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CURRICULUM.

they apply to addressing vertebral subluxation in the thoracic 
and lumbar spine. Case management strategies and patient 
outcomes are also addressed within the course structure.

Moving to Technique IV: Cleveland Comprehensive 
Methods, the student now possesses a knowledge of function-
al spinal assessment and methods of delivering the dynamic 
adjustive thrust for subluxation correction. This course 
provides the student with instruction in the application of 
adjusting techniques associated with cervical spine and pelvis 
as well as continues to develop their abilities in adjusting 
the thoracic and lumbar spine. This full-spine instruction in 
spinal adjusting is complemented by instruction in patient 
management and the understanding of potential applications 
and outcomes associated with these types of methods.

In trimester five the Cleveland Comprehensive Methods 
sequence includes Technique V: Extravertebral Adjusting and 
Case Management where the student learns extremity adjust-
ing and Technique VI: Soft Tissue Methods. Management of 
sports injuries and extremity-related injuries represent a key 
focus of technique instruction in this trimester. 

The first five-trimester technique sequence seeks to instill 
competencies in a well-developed set of hands-on adjusting 
skills for the student to apply to the Cleveland Student Clinic 
and Cleveland Health Center experiences. 

Building on the competencies the student has achieved 
to this point of the curriculum, the student complements 
their technique skills through the Technique VI, VII and 
VIII: Specialty Core Technique courses in Trimesters VI, VII 
and VIII. A student must complete three of the available 
techniques offered, which include the Thompson Technique, 
Gonstead Technique, Full Spine Specific Technique, Integrat-
ed Technique, Upper Cervical Technique, Motion Palpation/
Functional Assessment, Activator, and Sacro-occipital Tech-
nique, and other specialty technique options. After comple-
tion of the Core Technique instruction and the Specialty 
Core requirements, the student may select additional elective 
technique courses prior to graduation.

Building on the core competencies presented through the 
Cleveland Comprehensive Technique Methods course series, 
the curriculum provides the third and fourth year student 
opportunities to explore a variety of additional, non-core 
specialty technique courses. As the student progresses to the 
clinical sequence of the curriculum, he or she applies tech-
nique skills in the student and outpatient clinics and directly 
manages their individual patients in a fully clinician-super-
vised environment. 

The Cleveland technique curriculum is designed with the 
objective of ensuring that every graduate attains a high level 
of competency and confidence in functional spinal assessment 
and adjustive technique. Students also develop competence 
and confidence in the identification and management of the 
components of the Vertebral Subluxation Complex, as well 
as the ability to draw from a variety of adjusting techniques 
from the core technique curriculum and the various Specialty 
Core Technique options. Students are well positioned to 
provide quality chiropractic patient care. 

The Cleveland Comprehensive Technique Sequence 
seeks to provide the best aspects of today’s most recognized 
and leading technique protocols. The College graduates 
well-qualified doctors of chiropractic who are ready to 
begin the practice of chiropractic. This is combined with an 
evidence-informed approach to incorporating new research 
and information concerning the characteristics of Vertebral 
Subluxation Complex, coupled with a commitment to under-
standing a balanced approach to the philosophy, science and 
art of chiropractic. The Cleveland Comprehensive Methods 
model of technique instruction has proven effective in edu-
cating graduates prepared to competently practice in today’s 
ever changing health care environment.

* Using the acronym PARTS, five diagnostic criteria are 
applied in identifying joint subluxation or dysfunction. These 
criteria are: Pain and tenderness; Asymmetry; Range-of-motion 
abnormalities, Tissue tone, texture, and temperature abnor-
mality; Special tests. q
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Named Gift Opportunities
Cleveland’s state-of-the-art campus, relocated and revitalized in 2008, 

presents a great opportunity for people to pay tribute to, recognize and 
thank, and memorialize people who are important to them through its Named 
Gift Opportunities. The following alums and administrators have named rooms 
in memory of people who were greatly loved and respected.

Dr. Rose Wilson ’92 has named a treatment room to honor her mentor Dr. 
Mary Jane Newcomb ’46.

Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69 has named a treatment room to honor his father 
Dr. Edwin McKenzie ’52.

Dr. Carl III and Elizabeth Cleveland have named a staff office to honor 
their son, Christian Ashworth Cleveland.

Dr. Peter Young ’84 has named a private dining room to honor his dear 
friend, Christian Ashworth Cleveland.

“I wanted to name a room after my father because he was the one responsible 
for me going into chiropractic,” Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69 said.

Although all the rooms presently named are to memorialize individuals, the 
College’s Named Gift Opportunities can be designated for families. The College’s 
long history has produced many family legacies, both small and large, which 
have perpetuated the chiropractic profession.

Many Named Gift Opportunities available, including:

— Chiropractic Education Classrooms: $50,000 ($5,000 increments)

— Treatment Rooms, Library Study Room, Etc: $25,000 ($2,500 increments)

— Student Lounge Areas: $10,000 ($2,500 increments)

By naming a room on campus, you are helping to ensure the long-term 
growth of the College’s academic, research and patient-care programs. A plaque 
acknowledging your gift will be placed inside or adjacent to the entrance of the 
space and a framed photo will be displayed appropriately in the room/space. We 
will work closely with you on the wording for the plaque and photo. Dedications 
will be at Homecoming. 

For more information about Named Gift Opportunities, please contact Peg 
McKee with the Cleveland Foundation via email at peg.mckee@cleveland.edu 
or by calling (913) 234-0618.

VANGUARD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
For years, alumni and friends have sent memorial donations to the College 

following the death of a friend or colleague. In 1984, the board of trustees made 
this collective-donation fund a perpetual memorial fund and established it as the 
Vanguard Scholarship Fund so that scholarships could be awarded.

Currently, over 350 engraved names of those memorialized adorn four large 
Vanguard Scholarship Fund plaques, which hang outside the Cleveland College 
Foundation office. 

The Cleveland Alumni Association endorsed the cause and has for years 
made a memorial donation to the fund when an alumnus passes away. The in-
scription at the top of each Vanguard plaque reads: “The Vanguard Scholarship 
is dedicated to the memories of these pioneers who have served chiropractic so 
well in the professions first and second centuries.”

Cathy and Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69

Cleveland recognizes — and greatly val-
ues — all the financial support it re-

ceives. Receiving monetary support from grad-
uates, friends, vendors, etc., is essential to the 
growth and advancement of the institution, 
and ultimately the profession.

Tuition alone should not, and cannot, sup-
port the operational costs of building, main-
taining, growing and expanding an educa-
tional program such as the one at Cleveland. 
Financial donations that are made, be it for the 
unrestricted Annual Fund, scholarships or me-
morials, are recognized on an annual basis. 

Designated levels of giving are recognized 
by the Cleveland College Foundation. These 
levels are as follows:

u Ambassador’s Society, $1,200 & Up
     Leadership Club $600-$1,199
     Century Club, $300-$599
     Builder’s Club, $1-$299
                   
For more information about levels of giv-

ing or other means of support, please contact 
the Cleveland College Foundation via email at 
peg.mckee@cleveland.edu or by calling (913) 
234-0618.

_______

u The Ambassador’s Society, the College’s 
premier group of donors, was started in 1981 to 
strengthen Cleveland and the chiropractic profes-
sion by encouraging support of the institution. It 
recognizes alumni and friends who take a leader-
ship role with their annual level of giving.

Clevelander 18

LEVELS OF GIVING



www.cleveland.edu   2014 Issue 19

foundationdonors

19

foundationdonors

Each issue of the Clevelander magazine recognizes alumni and friends who have given 
contributions and support through the Cleveland College Foundation. Donors listed 

with a u following their name are recognized as members of the Ambassador’s Society, 
the institution’s elite group of supporters.

Giving Graciously

Individual & Family Donors

Dr. James Anderson ’66 u 
Dr. Robert  Ardon ’74 u
Dr. Linda Ashe ’77 
Dr. Thomas Ashe ’77 
Dr. Clark Beckley ’75 u
Dr. Michele Bonci ’89 u
Dr. Joseph Bowles ’77 u
Dr. Arika Brown ’05 
D. Judson Brown  
Charlotte A. Brown  
Nick and Janet Budreau 
Caprice Calamaio  
Dr. Carol Claus ’88 
Dr. Carl Cleveland III ’75 u 
Dr. Ashley Cleveland ’95 u
Elizabeth Cleveland u
Marla Cope  
Wayne & Marilyn Crawford 
Susan E. Crume  
Dr. Carlisle DeAtley  ’66 u
Melissa Denton  
Jacquelyn Eikenberry 
Dr. Patrick Hammond ’97 u 
Dr. Daniel Fahnestock ’65 u
Dr. John Fencyk ’76  u
Dr. David Fray ’75 u
Donald & Debra Gray 
Janet Guthrie  
Dr. Louis Hamilton ’74 u
H. D. Hamon  
David D. Hanson  
M. A. Hanson  
Lillie Hatten 
Dr. Ned Heese  
James & Margaret Hess 
Dr. Charles Heuser   
Kenneth J. Highley  
Don & Gloria Hoggatt 
Robert & Pauline Hunter 
Mary Ingram  
Bruce & Terrie Jessup 
Sylvia B. Johnson  
Rex & Rose Jump  

Dr. John Keifer ’80
Phil & Susie King 
Jerry & Jeanette King
Robert & Mary Kolenda 
Frank & Marcia Kongs 
Cathy Larson   
Dr. Marilyn LaVigne ’81 
Roger & Marjorie Liliedahl 
J. Dale Marrant  
Dr. Stuart Martin ’96 
David & Patsy McCullough 
David McDaniel
Dr. Edward McKenzie ’69 u
Margaret M. McWilliams 
Wesley & Sue Merritt 
Dr. Robert Merry ’61 
Dr. Christena Nicholson u 
John & Suzanne Noe 
April Owens  
Carl Pakes & Family 
Marilyn D. Pemberton
Ronald F. Perkins
Dr. J. Eric Rasmussen ’81
Dr. Stephanie Rasmussen ’83 
Sandra Reed  
Alvin Richardson
Walter Ringel 
Diane & James Russell 
Dr. Eric Russell  
Dr. Russell Sawyer 
Betty Schwartzkopf  
Dr. Melody Shubert ’87 
Dr. John Sibley ’78 u 
Dr. Charles Smith ’86 
Carol Ann Smith
Dr. Jeffrey Spencer ’97 u
Sue & Edward Steele
Dr. Jillian Stogniew ’06 
Dr. Bettie Stuber  ’67 
Brenda Stuteville 
Dr. Alfred Swedberg, Jr. ’00 
Dr. Kenneth Swickard ’63 
Jim & Lisa Tenholder 

Darrel & Donna Tenholder Family
Marcia Thomas
Dr. Lois Webb ’63
Lucille Williams 
Frances Yennie-McDaniel 
Dr. Peter Young ’84 u
Ed & Shirley Young 
James & Nancy Young

Corporate Donors

CCC Alumni Association
Harris Family Foundation u
High Country Chiropractic
MSCA Knights of the Round Table
NCMIC Insurance Company
Parker University
Standard Process Inc.

Gifts In Kind

Dr. Raymond Conley ’72
Dr. David Tribble ’76
Foot Levelers Inc.  
 

KEY:
u = Ambassador’s Society
Italics = Deceased

2012-2013

Fundraising by the 

Cleveland College 

Foundation 

The Cleveland 

College Foundation, a 

philanthropic arm of the 

institution, coordinates 

fundraising efforts 

with alumni, friends, 

corporations and others 

to secure private support 

for Cleveland and

its programs.



Scholarship Recipients Foundation honors 

(1) Dr. Ethelbert Stalling Memorial Scholarship recipients 
Kate Lakin, left, and Ashton Popple with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland 
III, center. 
(2) Dr. Millie Cleveland Memorial Scholarship recipients Jerod 
Franck, left, and Heather Fay with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, 
center. 
(3) Dr. Buell O. Boring Memorial Scholarship recipients Brian 
Asbury, left and Eric Walker with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, 
center. 
(4) CCC Alumni Auxiliary Scholarship recipients (l-r) 
Christopher Hargrave, Jessica Campbell and Brittney Donn 
with with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III. 
(5) CCC Golf Classic Scholarship recipients Eric Thibault, 
left, and Kaitlin LaVigne with Dr. Russell Matthias ’74. 
(6) Dr. Mary Jane Newcomb Scholarship recipients Philip 
Rodger, left, and Trevor Hampton with Dr. Kay Carver ’71. 
(7) Carol Foster Memorial Scholarship recipients Regan 
Boyer, left, and Caleb Spreiter, right, with Dr. Paul Foster ’58 
and Julie Pence, center. 
(8) Gerred Family Scholarship recipients Sam Hardwood, 
left, and Jason Williams with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, center. 
(9) Dr. Carl S. Cleveland Jr. Memorial Scholarship recipients 
Christine Dodier, left, and Kelli Meier with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland 
III, center. 
(10) Dr. Raymond E. Boring Scholarship recipients Dean 
Dierksen, left, and Timothy Sullivan with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland 
III, center. 
(11) Beckley Family Scholarship recipient Leo Dodier III, left, 
with Dr. Clark Beckley ’75. 
(12) Dr. Elizabeth J. Maddy Memorial Scholarship recipients 
(l-r) Kayla Stoltenberg, Megan Sullivan and Jordan Butler 
with Elizabeth Cleveland.
(13) Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III Scholarship recipients Dustin 
Meyer, left, and Melissa Volk with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III.

foundationscholars
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(14)  Lester E. Meng Memorial Scholarship recipient Justin 
Cook, left, with Dr. Timothy Meng ’66 
(15) Vanguard Scholarship recipients (l-r) Alex Hemme, Kara 
Thomas, Lindsey Warta and Brock Wells with Dr. Carl S. 
Cleveland III, center.
(16) Marvin Family Scholarship recipient Derrick Dube with 
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III. 
(17) Walford Family Scholarship recipients Britton Horton, 
left and Colleen Burmeister with Dr. Peter Young ’84. 
(18) Fields Family Scholarship recipients Lindsey Rovenstine, 
left, and Kendrea Bensel with Dr. Ashley Cleveland ’95, 
center. 
(19) Alumni Association Scholarship recipients Jennifer 
Watts, left, and Nathan Thomas with Dr. Robert Riley ’01.
(20) Sandefur Family Research Scholarship recipient Angie 
Segovia, left, with Dr. Ruth Sandefur ’67. 
(21) Christian Ashworth Cleveland Memorial Scholarship 
recipients Christin Phillips, left, and Alan Fecher with Dr. 
Ashley Cleveland ’95, center. 
(22) Anrig Family Research Scholarship recipient Christopher 
Voll, left, with Dr. Ernst Anrig ’69. 
(23) International Scholarship recipient Angela Boyazis with 
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III. 
(24) Michael Pennington Memorial Scholarship recipient Paul 
Fay with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III. 
(25) Basic Science Scholarship recipient Hollee Kirchner 
with Dr. Jill Davis ’07.
(26) Gustavus Peters Memorial Scholarship recipient Danielle 
Hill with Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III.

To establish a scholarship in your name or in
the name of a loved one, contact Peg McKee 
via email at peg.mckee@cleveland.edu or by 

calling (913) 234-0618.
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Dr. Bodin starts 
anew after tragedy
S    o many thoughts and emotions rush 

to the surface as Dr. Tyler Bodin ’05 
reflects on the events of May 20, 2013, the 
day an EF5 tornado ravaged Moore, Okla., 
killing 24 people. One of those victims was 

a patient of Bodin’s. 
Learning of her death 
was a shock, and just 
one of the many ways 
his life changed in the 
aftermath of the mon-
ster tornado.

With winds in 
excess of 200 mph, 
the deadly twister cut 
a swath 1.3 miles wide 
through the Oklaho-
ma City suburb, level-
ing everything in its 
path. Within the eye 
of the violent storm 
was the Camden Vil-

lage Shopping Center, a complex of shops 
and restaurants that was home to Bodin 
Chiropractic. Just 15 minutes before the 
tornado struck his clinic, ripping off the 
roof, knocking down walls and smashing 
everything on the inside, Bodin and his 
staff had left to seek shelter.

“We knew there was going to be bad 
weather – they had been warning us for 
several days that it was going to get ugly,” 
Bodin said. “That afternoon, returning to 
the office from a birthday lunch, we ran 
into a wall of black clouds and a massive 
amount of hail. Back at the office, we 
started streaming the weather on our digi-
tal screens and not five minutes later there 
were reports that the tornado was on the 
ground in Newcastle and was heading right 
for Moore. We got the heck out of Dodge, 
and headed for my house.”

Bodin said on the way to his house, 
about 10 minutes west of his clinic, they 
had the tornado in their direct line of sight.

“It was the darkest, biggest, meanest, 
most-menacing looking thing I’ve ever 
seen,” Bodin said. “It was just absolutely 
terrifying. We had huge hail, baseball-sized, 
pelting our cars as we raced to my house. 

We pulled into the driveway as my wife 
was shutting the garage door. She had just 
gotten the kids and the dogs down into the 
storm shelter. We hopped out of our cars 
and we all took cover."

Those five to 10 minutes from the 
time they saw the tornado bearing down 
on them until they were safe and secure 
underground were “harrowing, to say the 
least,” Bodin said. That was followed by an 
unpleasant period of uncertainty as they 
waited, listened and prayed.

“The last thing I thought of as I closed 
the door to the shelter was when I open 
it up to leave, I might not have a house,” 
Bodin said. “I’ve got my family and the 
people close to me here, I know they’re 
safe, but I have to be prepared to accept 
the fact that there might not be anything 
left when this is over.”

Finding nothing left was exactly what 
Bodin was expecting based on what they 
heard above ground.

“We could hear the tornado right 
behind us,” Bodin said. “It sounds just 
exactly like everyone describes it, like a 
freight train running full throttle.”

As it moved away from them, Bodin 
said the sound became more like a con-
stantly bellowing thunder. Soon after, 
reports they heard over the Internet said 
the huge tornado had ripped through 
Moore and was on the other side of I-35. 
At that point, Bodin said they knew it was 
safe to exit the shelter.

“We came out, looked around and saw 
that our neighborhood was still there,” 
Bodin said. “There was debris on the 
ground, but we could see that it took a 
path about a half mile south of our house. 
There was this eerie silence, very little wind 
and the sun was peeking through. Off to 
the east, it was totally black and there was 
sunshine to the west. It was very bizarre.”

His loved ones, and his home, had been 
spared, but Bodin said he had a sinking 
feeling that his practice was gone.

“There was confusion, and this awful 
feeling of not knowing how big it was, 
what kind of damage it did and if anyone 

Dr. Tyler Bodin ’05, center wearing 
red hat, joins members of his clean-
up crew for a photo in the aftermath 

of the EF5 tornado that destroyed 
his Moore, Okla., practice on May 

20, 2013. Bodin is rebuilding his 
practice in a new location that is 

slated to open in spring 2014.

It’s an amazing thing
to see people band 

together — complete 
strangers who go out of 
their way to help each 

other. It continues even 
to this day. There’s a 
lot of love out there, 
around every corner. 

In the face of tragedy, 
when something like this 
happens, it’s everywhere.”

Dr. Tyler Bodin ’05  

“

by Scott Albright
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was hurt or worse,” Bodin said. “I’m think-
ing, I have my family and my staff with me, 
we’re all safe, but what about my practice? 
And then, I started thinking about all my 
patients, all of those who live in Moore. 
Were they okay? It was a scary thing.”

In the immediate aftermath, there was 
chaos. No electricity. No gas. Phone circuits 
were maxed out, and the intersate was shut 
down. Making contact with people was 
difficult and going anywhere was out of the 
question, Bodin said.

“I wanted to know what I could do to 
help; I wanted to go straight to it,” Bodin 
said. “My neighbor is captain of the Moore 
PD, and he said, ‘It’s bad. Really bad. Just 
stay out of the way and let us do our job.’”

The next day, Bodin was finally able to 
get in touch with a few friends and patients, 
a couple who were police officers, and they 
took him down to the wreckage. There, he 
saw the destruction first hand, and his fears 
about his practice were confirmed.

“It was destroyed,” Bodin said. “Pictures 
don’t seem to do it justice, and talking 
about it certainly doesn’t do it any. Being 
there, looking at everything, it was just 
incredible. There was nothing standing 
above four feet high. Everything in a half 
mile in each direction was completely lev-
eled. There was debris everywhere. An EF5 
tornado leaves complete devastation. It rips 
grass right out of the ground, pulls up trees 
and concrete. It’s amazing how unbeliev-
ably powerful these storms can be.”

Bodin began the tedious task of picking 
up the pieces that day. He transferred his 
office phone to his cell phone, and began 
working with his staff to access the off-
site computer server where all his patient 
information was backed up. His goal was to 
contact every patient to check on how they 
were doing and to offer assistance where 
needed. It was during this process that he 
learned one of his patients had been killed.

“She was one of the few that passed 
away at the 7-11 that just got completely 
wiped off the map,” Bodin said. “She had 
taken cover there. That was a tough deal.”

The next step was relocating his prac-
tice, so he could begin treating patients as 
soon as possible. About two weeks after the 
tornado struck, he partnered with a chiro-
practic colleague in South Oklahoma City. 
Bodin has been operating out of this tem-
porary location for the past eight months, 
while he has been working on rebuilding.

“It took a while to find just the right 
space for our rebuild. Nothing felt right. It 
didn’t seem like the right time, so we didn’t 
force anything.”

Bodin’s rebuild officially began in Janu-
ary 2014, with a target completion date of 
March 1. Despite the unfortunate circum-
stances, Bodin said he is looking forward to 
his new beginning.

“I’m excited, super 
excited,” Bodin said. 
“It’s an oppotunity for 
us to start fresh, and 
to get this tragedy out 
of our heads. There’s 
some anxiety because 
we’re starting over. 
But, we already know 
what to do. We know 
how to run a practice. 
It’s just a matter of get-
ting this rebuild done 
so we can move in and 
move on.”

Bodin said very 
little would change 
about his practice, 
short of the new 
location. Just some “minor tweaks” 
to what he said was already a very 
patient-friendly and efficient practice. 
Where there will be change is within 
himself, he said, as the experience has 
impacted him greatly.

“A tragedy like this really intensi-
fies your ‘why’ as in why you do what 
you do,” Bodin said. “As a new doc-
tor, it’s hard to understand how much 
your patients need you. But when 
they will crawl through a neighbor-
hood of rubble just to find you to get 
an adjustment, I think that speaks 
volumes for chiropractic.”

And the actions of Moore’s citizens 
speak volumes for the human spirit.

“It’s an amazing thing to see people 
band together — complete strangers 
who go out of their way to help each 
other,” Bodin said. “It continues to this day. 
There’s a lot of love out there, around every 
corner. In the face of tragedy, when some-
thing like this happens, it’s everywhere.”

In addition to the new practice, there 
was a new addition at home. Bodin and his 
wife, Laurel, welcomed a baby boy, Keegan, 
Jan. 7. He joins older siblings, Olivia, 6, 
and Brooks, 2. q

In the top photo, Bodin 
Chiropractic is shown prior to the 
tornado that destroyed it on May 
20, 2013. Above, a post-tornado 

photo looking inside the front 
door toward the back of Bodin’s 

chiropractic office.
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The National Board of Chiroprac-
tic Examiners (NBCE) hosted its 

10th annual Student Leadership Forum 
Jan. 18 in Greeley, Colo. There were 12 
student leaders in the group, represent-
ing 10 chiropractic colleges, four stu-
dent organizations and three continents. 
Attending from Cleveland Chiropractic 
College (CCC) was Jannise Nathaniel, 
national representative, American Black 
Chiropractic Association (ABCA).

NBCE President Dr. Norman E. 
Ouzts, Jr. welcomed the group and 
commended them for their desire to be 
leaders in the chiropractic profession. 
The guests were introduced to the 
foundations of testing and many of the 

key elements associated with the exam.
Nathaniel said it was an honor to 

represent the College at the forum and 
he was pleased that the ABCA gave him 
the opportunity to attend. He believes 
students should be active in all aspects of 
chiropractic.

“If we, as chiropractors, want change 
and greater advancements in our 
profession, then we must do all we can 
personally to help make the changes 
we seek globally,” Nathaniel said.

The forum gave the next generation 
of practitioners the chance to network 
with members of the profession, while 
learning more about NBCE, their testing 
policies and procedures. q

campusnews

Library earns network honor
The Ruth R. Cleveland 

Memorial Library at 
Cleveland University-Kansas 
City (CU-KC) was named 
“Outstanding Academic 
Health Science Library for 
2012” by the Health Sci-
ences Library Network of 
Kansas City (HSLNKC). 
The annual award is one of 
five honors presented to area 
health libraries. The CU-KC 
library was selected for the 
award based on professional 
excellence, the quality of its 
resources and its service to 
students, faculty, staff, alum-
ni and other health profes-
sionals who utilize the facility.

The awards ceremony was held at 
Quintiles in Overland Park, Kan. Accepting 
on behalf of the College were Simone 
Briand, assistant library director, and Julie 
Steinbach, library assistant. Briand shared 
her thoughts on the honor.

“Connecting our patrons with high-
quality information is rewarding by itself, 
but gaining recognition from our peers, 
especially those in larger institutions, brings 
the satisfaction of knowing we have a positive 
impact on health sciences education and 
librarianship on a larger scale,” Briand said. 
“It’s a tremendous honor.”

Marcia Thomas, library director at the 

time of the award, was unable to attend 
the ceremony, but her efforts are on display 
throughout the facility. She was instru-
mental in the expansion of the library 
from a small space with a limited collection 
of donated books, to a 7,000-square-foot 
facility housing more than 20,000 print 
and electronic resources.

In 2012, the library provided hundreds 
of full-text articles through its subscrip-
tion databases, and supplied 700 articles 
through Interlibrary Loan. Thomas retired 
in December 2013 after 37 years of service. 
Briand was named the new library director, 
and Steinbach is now Serials and Electronic 
Resources Manager. q

New faces
Cleveland welcomed nine new 
employees in 2013. Joining 
the family were Kayce Lemen, 
admissions coordinator; Dr. 
Chantel Braasch, clinician; Dr. 
Daniel Qualls ’07, clinician; 
Dr. Jere Mills, instructor; 
Peg McKee, institutional 
advancement officer; Monica 
Barrera, admissions assistant; 
Kelly Copeland, admissions 
advisor; Dr. Donald Sharnowski, 
clinician; and Amy Strathman, 
admissions advisor. 

Student attends NBCE Forum

Julie Steinbach, with plaque, and Simone Briand, right, 
are shown with HSLNKC members after receiving the 
“Outstanding Academic Health Science Library” award.
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On Aug. 2, 2013, the Council on 
Chiropractic Education (CCE) 

notified the College of their decision to 
reaffirm the accreditation of Cleveland’s 
D.C. program. The eight-year accredita-
tion is the maximum per CCE guidelines.

The favorable news comes after more 
than a year of intense work and dedica-
tion by Cleveland administrators, faculty, 
staff and students to complete a series of 
required steps for reaffirmation. 

After declaring its intent to pursue reaf-
firmation of accreditation with the CCE, 
the College began an in-depth self-study 
process that resulted in a comprehensive re-
port submitted in October 2012.  That was 
followed by a CCE site team visit April 1-4, 
2013. The site team produced a report of its 
findings, and the College was provided an 
opportunity to respond. Then, a Cleveland 
contingent met with the Council in July 
2013 in Chicago. A month later, the Col-
lege received notice of its reaffirmation. 

Dr. Ashley Cleveland ’95, executive di-
rector of institutional reporting and effec-
tiveness, was pleased with the outcome.

“Our successful reaffirmation effort is a 
testament to the high quality of work our 
talented staff and faculty put into this edu-
cational program every day,” Cleveland said. 
“Our goal was to conduct and report on an 
honest, meaningful process of institutional 
quality assessment that both demonstrated 
we met CCE’s standards for a chiropractic 
program, and added to our understanding 
of our own strengths and areas for improve-
ment. We achieved this goal, and we are 
applying what we learned to advance our 
program and institution.”

CCE is the sole programmatic accredi-
tor of chiropractic education in the nation. 
Their high standards ensure the quality and 
integrity of all chiropractic institutions. q

campusnews

Since 2008, the institution has reaped 
the benefits of having the College 

and the profession visible to more than 
150,000 cars each day on 
I-435 near campus. This 
is due not only to the 
CCC property sign fac-
ing the interstate, but also 
the state sanctioned exit 
signs (top photo).

Now, two more signs 
have been installed to 
provide even more expo-
sure. In December 2013, 
Cleveland entered into an 
agreement with the Kan-
sas Department of Transportation’s “Spon-
sor-A-Highway” program. The new signs 
bear the College’s name, and in return litter 
is removed from the sponsored sections 12 
times annually on behalf of the College. q

Cleveland’s largest social event of 
the year was a hit once again as 

more than 400 people attended Win-
ter Formal 2013 held Feb. 2 
at Harrah’s Casino & Hotel. 
Attendees dined, danced and 
mingled, enjoying a night 
away from the rigors of the 
curriculum that allowed them 
to socialize and get to know 
each other.

Student Council social 
co-chairs, Hollee Kirchner 
and Michelle Hatfield, 
coordinated all aspects of the 
night and were present to 
watch the evening unfold. 

“The entire formal was a 
great success,” Kirchner said. “It went 
just as planned, and I loved seeing 
everyone dressed up and having fun. 
I had been planning that night since 
October, so it was amazing to see it all 
turn out perfectly.”

During the always popular awards 
segment, five honors were presented, 
including “Clinician of the Year,” Dr. 
Calee McClure; “Intern of the Year,” 
Todd Watts; “Club of the Year,” Motion 
Palpation Institute and “Instructor of 
the Year” Dr. Paul Barlett. “Department 
of the Year” was the CCC Bookstore, 
which took home the honor for a sec-
ond straight year. q

Prior to the awards 
presentation at Winter Formal 

2013, Jalonna Bowie, director of 
student services, center, shares 
a moment with Student Council 
social co-chairs Hollee Kirchner, 
left, and Michelle Hatfield, right. 
Those in attendance enjoyed a 

lively evening of camaraderie with
fellow Clevelanders.

The entire formal was 
a great success. It went 
just as planned, and I 
loved seeing everyone 

dressed up and having 
fun. I had been planning 
that night since October, 
so it was amazing to see 
it all turn out perfectly.”

Hollee Kirchner,
StuCo Social Chair

“

CCE reaffirms
accreditation  

Formal draws 
large crowd

New I-435  
signs added



Clevelander 26

campusnews

Cleveland Chiropractic College 
was well represented at the 2013 

National Chiropractic Legislative Con-
ference (NCLC) held March 6-10 in 
Washington, D.C. Twenty-four students 
made the trip to the nation’s capital for 
the conference, joining more than 500 
fellow chiropractic students, practitio-
ners and chiropractic assistants for an 
extended weekend of education and chi-
ropractic legislative activities. 

Student American Chiropractic 
Association (SACA) president Brian 
Asbury said the Cleveland contingent 
spoke to 23 lawmakers about chiropractic 
legislation. The group from CCC 
represented students from throughout the 

Midwest, including Colorado, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska and Oklahoma. The 
political aspects of the trip, along with 
an exceptional group of speakers, made 
NCLC a memorable event for Asbury.

“No other conference gives 
students the opportunity to work so 
closely alongside chiropractic’s leaders, 
representing not only their college, but 
also the chiropractic profession as a 
whole,” Asbury said. “These students did 
it well!” 

The keynote speaker at NCLC was 
Sen. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.), chair of the 
Senate Special Committee on Aging, and 
senior ranking member of the Armed 
Services Committee. q

Spirits high at Founders Day
Founders Day 2013 

at Cleveland Chi-
ropractic College was a 
spirited mix of education, 
information and inspira-
tion, as the administration 
recognized the founders 
of the institution, while 
preparing the next gen-
eration of leaders in the 
profession. Held June 13, 
the College substituted 
the regular curriculum 
with an alternative learn-
ing program that includ-
ed a series of more than 
20 seminar sessions.  

Although initiated to 
recognize the founders of 
the College, the day has 
become an annual exercise that closes the 
gap between the rich Cleveland history 
of the past and the bright future ahead. 
Students attended a variety of sessions, 
ranging from building a practice to 
community service, most presented by 
current faculty and Cleveland alums.

The day began with an address by 
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, president, who 
traced the history of the institution and 
reminded the audience that chiropractic 
continues to make great strides with each 
passing year. 

Student Heather Fay, embraced the 
message of the day.

“Founders Day helps to remind us of 
how amazing the chiropractic profession 
is, the miracles we will be able to witness 
in our own offices after we graduate, and 
how all the hard work we are putting in 
now is totally worth it,” Fay said.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Louis 
Sportelli, a practitioner with 50 years 
experience. He shared his story and the 
changes he has witnessed over time, but 
also encouraged attendees to remain true 
to the profession and themselves. q

Service awards
Dale Marrant, vice president 
of human resources and 
organizational development, held 
three service awards luncheons 
throughout the year to honor 
employees for their commitment 
to the institution. The service 
awards were categorized by five-
year increments and presented 
at gatherings held each trimester.

Employees honored in 2013 were 
Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III ’75, 40 
years; Dr. Rickard Thomas ’77, 
35 years; Dr. William Tuttle ’80, 
25 years; Dr. Michael Moore, 25 
years; Dr. Kim Hamilton ’92, 20 
years; Scott Albright, 10 years; 
Dr. Adi Virji, 10 years; John 
McGlaughlin, 10 years;
Thomas Smallridge, 10 years; 
Dr. Debra Robertson-Moore 
’96, 10 years; Heather Collins, 
5 years; Toni Zaner, 5 years; 
and Dr. Katherine Smith ’83, 5 
years.

College impacts NCLC 2013

The crowd reacts as Dr. Louis Sportelli makes a point in his 
keynote address during Founders Day 2013. Sportelli capped 
off a day full of informative sessions and social events.
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Several representatives from Cleve-
land joined a large contingent of 

their peers in Washington, D.C., for the 
20th Annual Association of Chiropractic 
Colleges (ACC)-Research Agenda Con-
ference (RAC) in March 2013. The event 
was a gathering of the brightest and most 
distinguished members of the chiroprac-
tic research and academic community. 

Clevelanders attending the ACC-
RAC conference were Dr. Paul Barlett, 
Dr. Jason Bartlett, Dr. Julia Bartlett, Dr. 
Charles Blum ’80, Dr. Ashley Cleveland 
’95, Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, Dr. Jill 
Davis ’07, Dr. Robert Moore ’95, Dr. 
Mark Pfefer ’88, Dr. Dan Redwood, Dr. 
Erin Stubblefield, Dr. Richard Strunk 
and Dr. Jon Wilson ’03.

Those presenting research findings 
were: Blum, Pfefer, Strunk and Wilson. 
Dr. Stephan Cooper ’04, Dr. Curtis 
Fletcher ’12 and student Derrick Dube 
also contributed, but did not attend. 
Clevelanders presented a workshop and 
six poster and platform sessions.

Strunk found it particularly appealing 
to be among fellow Clevelanders who 
shared research with a global audience.

 “It was very exciting to see our 
presenters from Cleveland, and to present 
our poster presentations during the 
conference,” Strunk said. “There were so 
many good talks to hear, especially the 
ones on evidence-based practice and the 
Rapid Response Team’s Guidelines and 
Practice Parameters. It was great to see 
how this group uses the research for the 
benefit of everyday practitioners.”

More than 100 speakers discussed 
topics relevant not only to research, but 
also to education and clinical practice. q

Group travels 
to ACC-RAC 

‘Advisor Day’ 
events started

Record set at 
‘Chiefs Day’

The Office of Admissions at Cleve-
land University-Kansas City 

(CU-KC) has launched an inventive new 
program to reach prospective students 
for the Doctor of Chiropractic program. 
Called simply, “Advisor Day,” it is an 
attempt to promote the institution by 
bringing academic advisors to campus for 
an informational session, tour and social 
activities. The advisors then return to 
their various schools and share with their 
students what Cleveland has to offer.

Begun in May 2013, the program is 
already building a following in the educa-
tional community. It is becoming known 
as a unique and refreshing approach to 
recruiting prospective students.

Ultimately, it’s far more dynamic than 
a marketing brochure, more appealing 
than the standard phone conversation 
and it offers a lasting impression. q

Nearly 400 Clevelanders were 
part of the sellout crowd of 

76,394 at Arrowhead Stadium Oct. 13 
to see the Kansas City Chiefs defeat the 
Oakland Raiders 24-7. The 
group from CCC converged 
on the stadium as part of the 
College’s 8th Annual “Cleve-
land Day at Arrowhead” 
event, organized by the Office 
of Student Services. This year’s 
gathering was packaged as part 
of the College’s Homecoming 
2013 celebration, giving it an 
extra dose of energy. 

The day began with a 
tailgate party two hours 
before the noon kickoff, as 
students, faculty, staff and 
alumni gathered under the 
Cleveland tent for a catered barbecue 
lunch. The festivities included a visit 
from several Chiefs cheerleaders and the 
club’s mascot, KC Wolf.

The game also offered community 
exposure for the College, as the tent 
was marked with two large Cleveland 
banners. The College was also featured 
on the Jumbotron as one of the day’s 
visiting groups, and many Cleveland-
ers proudly wore CCC apparel to make 
their presence known. All of this on a 
day where the crowd set a new record as 
the loudest NFL stadium. q

Alumni, students, faculty and staff 
enjoy the tailgate luncheon during 
the 8th Annual “Cleveland Day at 

Arrowhead” event Oct. 13. The 
Cleveland contingent not only 

witnessed a Chiefs victory over 
the Raiders, but also contributed 

to breaking the NFL record for 
loudest stadium. The Chiefs beat the 
Raiders, moving to 7-0 on their way 

to an impressive 11-5 regular-season 
record after finishing the

2012 campaign 2-14.

It was exciting to 
see our presenters from 

Cleveland, and to present 
our poster presentations 

during the conference. It 
was great to see how this 

group uses the research 
for the benefit of everyday 

practitioners.”
Dr. Richard Strunk

“
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More than 650 alumni, students and friends of 
Cleveland Chiropractic College arrived on 

campus Oct. 11-13 for Homecoming 2013. The theme 
for this year’s event was “Your Road Ahead,” which set 
the stage for attendees to celebrate the past with an eye on 
embracing the future. Clevelanders shared the weekend 
with members of the Kansas Chiropractic Association 
(KCA), who held their fall convention in conjunction 
with the homecoming festivities.

The weekend was infused with positive energy from 
the guest speakers and alumni, as well as students present 
throughout the weekend. Students were able to mingle 
with current practitioners, as well as view the latest prod-
ucts and services from more than 20 on-site vendors. 
Alums were able to seek out classmates and old friends, 
while also securing Continuing Education Units (CEU) 
from a host of scholars and professionals.

Coordinator for Homecoming 2013 was Sarah Hill-
iard, director of alumni services. She was gratified that the 
weekend of education and fellowship went so smoothly, 
and that all seemed to enjoy their time on campus.

“Homecoming is a great way to have fun, while earn-
ing CEU hours at the various sessions we offer, “ Hilliard 
said. “It was a weekend full of education, energy and ex-
citement.”

Following a welcome by Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III, 
president, the crowd heard from keynote speaker, Dr. 
Malik Slosberg. Other presenters throughout the week-
end included Kathy Mills Chang, Dr. Richard Day ’08, 
Dr. Jeff Tucker, Dr. Mitch Mally, Dr. Mary Warren, Dr. 
Karen Doyle, G. Kent Mangelson, Dr. Jeff Spencer ’88 
and Dr. Michael Perusich ’99.

On Friday evening, a reunion doctors celebration was 
held in the Dining Hall. There, members of the reunion 
classes gathered to socialize and special recognition was 
given to Dr. Lois Webb ’63, who was celebrating her 50-
year reunion.

The event was touched with sadness, as the College 
learned of the unexpected death of distinguished alum-
nus and friend, Dr. Richard Yennie. A 1953 graduate of 
the College, Yennie — along with three classmates — was 
to be recognized by the Alumni Association for his 60-
year reunion. Dr. Cleveland indicated that the celebra-
tory event went on as planned, because Yennie would 
have wanted it that way. To honor the man, his life and 
his contributions to the profession, Cleveland reflected 

Attendees travel ‘road

Clevelander 

Sarah Hilliard, director of alumni services, leads the 
registration process as Homecoming weekend begins.

Dr. Malik Slosberg addresses a full house during the 
Homecoming ’13 keynote address Friday morning.

Dr. Richard Day ’08 makes a point during his “Preparing 
for Life After Graduation” seminar Friday morning.

Students, faculty and alumni make their way through
the food line during the barbecue luncheon Friday.

Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III presents Dr. Lois Webb ’63 with 
a 50-year award during Friday’s Reunion Doctors event.

28
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on the loss of his friend and asked those gathered for a 
moment of silence in his honor. 

The accolades continued during a Saturday alumni 
luncheon as Dr. Carlisle DeAtley ’66 received an Am-
bassador Society plaque in recognition of his contribu-
tions to the College. Saturday evening was the Cleveland 
Awards Reception, where Dr. Kay Carver ’71 was named 
“Alum of the Year.” Carver has taken an active role with 
the College and alumni affairs since graduation, includ-
ing serving for several years on the alumni board. The 
KCA also awarded one of its highest honors to a Cleve-
land alum, as Dr. Thad Schneider ’07 was named KCA 
“Young Doctor of the Year.”

Once again honoring the theme, the Cleveland Foun-
dation distributed 47 scholarship awards to the next gen-
eration of chiropractors that will travel the road ahead 
in the very near future. The awards helped to make that 
journey possible for the future practitioners. 

Scholarship winners for the 2013 event included: Bri-
an Asbury, Kendrea Bensel, Angela Boyazis, Regan Boyer, 
Colleen Burmeister, Jordan Butler, Jessica Campbell, Jus-
tin Cook, Dean Dierksen, Christine Dodier, Leo Dodier 
III, Brittany Donn, Derrick Dube, Heather Fay, Paul Fay, 
Alan Fecher, Jerod Franck, Trevor Hampton, Christopher 
Hargrave, Sam Harwood, Alex Hemme, Danielle Hill, 
Britton Horton, Hollee Kirchner, Kate Lakin, Kaitlin 
LaVigne, Kelli Meier, Dustin Meyer, Christin Phillips, 
Ashton Popple, Philip Rodger, Lindsey Rovenstine, An-
gie Segovia, Caleb Spreiter, Kayla Stoltenberg, Megan 
Sullivan, Timothy Sullivan, Eric Thibault, Kara Thomas, 
Nathan Thomas, Melissa Volk, Christopher Voll, Eric 
Walker, Lindsey Warta, Jennifer Watts, Brock Wells and 
Jason Williams. See pages 20-21 for more coverage on the 
scholarship recipients.

Dr. Clark Beckley, vice president of campus and alum-
ni relations, was pleased with Homecoming 2013 and 
commended those who contributed to its success.

“I would just like to recognize, congratulate and thank 
everyone for making this an amazing weekend,” Beckley 
said. “The positive energy was just palpable all weekend, 
but especially when we had more than 650 people on 
campus on Friday.”

Homecoming 2014 is scheduled for Oct. 10-12, 2014. 
The next Cleveland alumni event will be held in Las Vegas 
Feb. 28-March 2. Visit cleveland.edu for details on this 
event and to register. q
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Dr. Konrad Sproll ’73, left, with his son, center, and Dr. Ed 
Newcomb ’54, was presented a 40-year reunion award.

Dr. David Brooks ’83 helps Dr. Jeff Spencer ’88 during 
his “Low Level Laser” workshop Saturday afternoon.

The Klinginsmith family was well represented by (l-r)
Dr. Robert  ’77, Dr. Robert ’59 and Dr. Linda ’76.

Dr. Thad Schneider ’07, right, accepts the KCA “Young 
Doctor of the Year” award from Dr. Kendall Payne ’01.

Dr. Kay Carver ’71, with plaque, joins fellow “Alums of the 
Year” after being named the 2013 recipient of the award.

ahead’ at Homecoming
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Fast facts
Commencement for CCC’s 
Class of Spring 2013 was 
held Friday, April 19. Dr. Carl 
S. Cleveland III conferred 46 
degrees during the ceremony. 

Hope Driskill, Miss Missouri 
2011, served as the event’s 
commencement speaker.

Christopher Bantock was 
named class Valedictorian. 

CCC April ’13 Graduates

Christopher Bantock
Littleton, Colo.

Brandi Benson
Peculiar, Mo.

Robert Burgett
West Des Moines, Iowa

Jeffery Campbell
Independence, Mo.

William Carroll
Kansas City, Mo.

Brennan Commerford
Highland, Kan.

Tyler Day
Littleton, Colo.

Aaron Driskill
Jefferson City, Mo.

Andrew Dunlap
Searcy, Ark.

Joshua Foreman
Pittsburg, Kan.

Alejandro Gonzalez
Garden City, Kan.

James Heck
Omaha, Neb.

Kenneth Jensen
Middleton, Idaho

Robert Kuyper
Mitchell, S.D.

Jaimie McCormick
WaKeeney, Kan.

Jaban Moore
Kansas City, Mo.

Summa Cum Laude
Christopher Bantock

Tyler Day

Magna Cum Laude
Robert Kuyper

Jamie McCormick
Caleb Ramsey

Lance Stevenson

Cum Laude
Joshua Foreman

James Heck
Brent Rogan

Robert Sindorf
Tara Zeller
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CCC April ’13 Graduates

Ryan Nadolski
St. Joseph, Mo.

Bradley Ogden
St. Joseph, Mo.

Paul Pfeifler
Des Moines, Iowa

Rachel Porter
Wichita, Kan.

Kyle Potter
Manhattan, Kan.

Caleb Ramsey
Fall City, Neb.

Nicholus Schabel
Independence, Kan.

Daniel Sigars
Liberal, Kan.

Jill Sigle
Sylvan Grove, Kan.

Robert Sindorf
Wichita, Kan.

Sage Advice
“You cannot help but learn more 

as you take the world into your 
hands. Take it up reverently, for 

it is an old piece of clay, with 
millions of thumbprints on it.”

— John Updike

Brent Rogan
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Amelia Rodrock
Fredonia, Kan.

Jonathan Rojjanasrirat
Khon Kaen, Thailand
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CCC April ’13 Graduates

Lance Stevenson
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Paul Sutton
Wahoo, Neb.

Calvin Thor
Norfolk, Neb.

John Walburn
Broomfield, Colo.

Todd Watts
Boise, Idaho

Katrina Waynar
Fort Dodge, Iowa

Kyle Wertin
Lawrence, Kan.

Todd Williams
Overland Park, Kan.

Tara Zeller
Fort Collins, Colo.

Holding leadership positions in major campus clubs helped bolster the educational experience for many
CCC graduates. Former campus leaders were Christopher Bantock, Research Journal Club president; Brandi 
Benson, Student Council and Female Chiropractic Club president; Robert Burgett, Acupuncture Club vice 
president; Jeffery Campbell, Student Amercian Chiropractic Association and Foundation for Chiropractic 
Progress Student Club vice president; Andrew Dunlap, Diversified Club president; Robert Kuyper, Student 

International Chiropractors Association and Chiropractic BioPhysics Club president; Amelia Rodrock, Family 
Wellness Club president; Jill Sigle, Female Chiropractic Club vice president; Paul Sutton, Foundation for 

Chiropractic Progress Student Club president; Todd Watts, Nutrition Club president and Diversified Club vice 
president; Kyle Wertin, Activator Club president; and Tara Zeller, Family Wellness Club vice president.
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Chiropractic oath
“I do solemnly pledge before 
God and man to devote my life 
to the prevention and relief of 
human disease and suffering; to 
perform my professional duties 
with dignity, pride and courage; 
to always live up to the high 
principles of my profession; 
to protect my science; and to 
enjoy the blessings and benefits
of chiropractic.”

— Written especially for
Cleveland Chiropractic College 
by Dr. Leo Spears, founder of the 
former Spears Hospital,
Denver, Colo.
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Fast Facts
Commencement for CCC’s 
Class of Summer 2013 was 

held Friday, Aug. 16. The 
College conferred 36 degrees 

during the ceremony. 

Dr. Patrick Montgomery, 
president of the Missouri State  

Chiropractors Asscociation 
(MSCA), served as the 

commencement speaker.

Lindsey VanSickle was named 
class Valedictorian.

CCC August ’13 Graduates

Summa Cum Laude
Lindsey VanSickle

Magna Cum Laude
Paul Ragusa
Greg Scott

Jessica Tallman
Jessica Williams

Christina Woodle

Cum Laude
Alison Butera, Lindsay Gallion,

John Kolich, Ryan Lauck,
Christina Redding, Anthony 

Sanderson, Daniel Strom,
Taylor Wilbeck
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Lyndsay Andrews
Topeka, Kan.

Jonathan Ballard
Hominy, Okla.

Leslie Behrends
Webber, Kan.

Samantha Beutler
Weidman, Mich.

Ferris Buhler
Colleyville, Texas

Alison Butera
Omaha, Neb.

Justin Casey
Fayette, Mo.

Jonathan Doty
Mandeville, La.

Olivia Elias
Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Jason Fechter
Cabot, Ark.

Brandon Fell
Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Caleb Frank
Wichita, Kan.

Lindsay Gallion
Mahaska, Kan.

Julian Giles
Chicago, Ill.

Zachary Hesse
Overland Park, Kan.

Aaron Holman
Wichita, Kan.
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Forward thinking
“The doctor of the future
will give no medicine, but
will interest his patients in the 
care of the human frame, in
diet and in the cause and 
prevention of disease.”
— Thomas Edison

CCC August ’13 Graduates

Kamraan Husain
Lenexa, Kan.

Larisa Khaidarova
Omaha, Neb.

Joshua Lockrow
Lenexa, Kan.

Joel Polacek
Wahoo, Neb.

Paul Ragusa
Derby, Kan.

Christina Redding
Hutchinson, Kan.

Anthony Sanderson
Corvallis, Mont.

Morgan Schoeling
Alva, Okla.

Greg Scott
Overland Park, Kan.

Bret Shaw
Wamego, Kan.

Leaders
Board

John Kolich
Lenexa, Kan.

Ryan Lauck
Richmond, Mo.

Samuel Sickmeyer
Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Tyler Smith
Independence, Kan.

Daniel Strom
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Jessica Tallman
Reeds Spring, Mo.

Twelve members of the August 
2013 graduating class bolstered 

their educational experience 
by leading clubs during their 

time at the College. These 
campus leaders were Lyndsay 

Andrews, Pediatrics Club 
president and Women’s Chiro 
Club president/vice president; 

Ferris Buhler, Acupuncture 
Club president and Pediatrics 
Club president; Justin Casey, 
Activator Club vice president;  
Jonathan Doty, Beta Chi Rho 

vice president;  Derek Douglas, 
Pre-Health Professionals Club 
vice president; Caleb Frank, 

Student Christian Chiropractic 
Club president;  Paul Ragusa, 

Activator Club president;  Greg 
Scott, SOT Club president; 

Samuel Sickmeyer, Beta Chi 
Rho president; Daniel Strom, 

Applied Kinesiology Club 
president and Nutrition Club 

vice president; Jessica Tallman, 
Student American Chiropractic 

Association president; and 
Lindsey VanSickle, Pediatrics 

Club vice president. Lindsey VanSickle
Kinsley, Kan.

Taylor Wilbeck
Wichita, Kan.

Jessica Williams
Dallas, Texas

Christina Woodle
Independence, Mo.
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Fast Facts
Commencement for CCC’s Class 

of Fall 2013 was held Friday, 
Dec. 13. During the ceremony,

Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III
conferred 32 degrees. 

Barnett Helzberg, businessman, 
philanthropist and civic leader, 

served as commencement 
speaker for the ceremony.

Kellen Schweitzer earned class 
Valedictorian honors.

CCC December ’13 Graduates

 
Summa Cum Laude

Kellen Schweitzer
 

 

Magna Cum Laude
Stacy Nelson
Ana Rentas
Jess Rietzke 

Ashton Shelton 
Steve Stonebraker

Cum Laude
Calvin Christopherson,

Eric Dierksen, Philip Rodger, 
Rachel Sharp, Syrece Sherman, 

Michael Stromsness,
Levi Younkin A
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Alison Anstaett
Leavenworth, Kan.

Christopher Bollenbach
Wichita, Kan.

Luke Brennan
St. Joseph, Mo.

Calvin Christophersen
Whiting, Iowa

Eric Dierksen
Medicine Lodge, Kan.

Christine Dodier
Bullhead City, Ariz.

Leo Dodier
Bullhead City, Ariz.

Alejandro Estrada
Liberal, Kan.

Reese Florang
Kearney, Neb.

Andrew Hauptman
Omaha, Neb.

James Heatherman
Kingman, Kan.

Matthew Hidy
Independence, Mo.

Brandon Johns
White Hall, Ark.

Christopher Kirby
Wichita, Kan.

Emily Marks
Blue Springs, Mo.

Stacy Nelson
Fairbury, Neb.

Not Pictured:

Matthew Monroe
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Parting words
“Pioneers in chiropractic lit a 
torch, they have passed the 
torch to us, it is our
responsibility to sustain
the flame.”

— Dr. Carl S. Cleveland III

CCC December ’13 Graduates

The December 2013 graduating class had 10 of its members serving in leadership roles during their
time on campus. Bolstering their educational experience as club leaders were Alison Anstaett, Family Wellness 

Club vice president; Eric Dierksen, Mentor’s Club president; James Heatherman, MPI Club president and 
Rehab-2-Performance Club president; Matthew Hidy, Student Kansas Chiropractic Association president; 
Brandon Johns, Nutrition Club president; Christopher Kirby, Rehab-2-Performance Club vice president; 

Lindsey Rovenstine, Animal Chiropractic Club vice president; Rachel Sharp, Acupuncture Club vice president; 
Ashton Shelton, Family Wellness Club president; and Syrece Sherman, Activator Club vice president.
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Kelsey Novotny
Lincoln, Neb.

Ana Rentas
Gardner, Kan.

Lindsey Rovenstine
Vinita, Okla.

Kellen Schweitzer
Holly, Colo.

Rachel Sharp
Palmyra, Mo.

Ashton Shelton
Stillwater, Okla.

Syrece Sherman
Whitefish, Mont.

Steele Smith
Hutchinson, Kan.

Steve Stonebraker
Lincoln, Neb.

Michael Stromsness
Bath City, N.Y.

Jess Rietzke
Kensington, Kan.

Philip Rodger
Oxford, Wis.

Kimberly Taubel
Washington, Mo.

Nathan Traylor
Owasso, Okla.

Levi Younkin
Oakley, Kan.



HISTORY
•	 1922	—Dr. C.S. Cleveland Sr., Dr. Ruth R. Cleveland and Dr. Perl B. 

Griffin founded Central Chiropractic College in Kansas City, Mo.

•	 1924—The	College	was	renamed	Cleveland	Chiropractic	College.	

•	 1995—The	B.S.	degree	in	Human	Biology	and	the	Preprofessional	
Health Science Program were initiated. 

•	 2002—The	Associate	of	Arts	in	Biological	Sciences	was	added.

•	 2008—The	College	relocated	to	its	current	 location	in	Overland	Park,	
Kan., a suburb of Kansas City.

•	 2010—The M.S. in Health Promotion degree program was launched.

•	 2013—Reaffirmation of Programmatic Accreditation by Council on 
Chiropractic Education (8 years)

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC

•	 Classes start three times each year: January, May and September.

•	 Students	choose	between	10-	and	12-trimester	progressions.

•	 The	 D.C.	 program	 offers	 a	 balanced	 approach	 to	 the	 science,	  
philosophy and art of chiropractic.

•	 Traditional	 clinical	 competencies	 are	 developed	 through	 early	
hands-on introduction to multiple spinal adjusting techniques.

•	 Students	intern	under	the	supervision	of	licensed	clinicians	in	the	
Health Center during their final academic year.

•	 Qualified	 graduates	 and	 senior	 interns	 participate	 in	 nationwide	
preceptor and extended preceptor programs.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN HUMAN BIOLOGY/
ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

•	 Classes	start	six	times	each	year:	September,	November,	January,	
March, May and July.

•	 The	undergraduate	program	consists	of	classes	providing:

•	 Instruction	in	biological,	chemical	and	physical	sciences.

•	 Coursework	in	anatomical	structure	and	the	physiological	pro-
cesses of human organ systems.

•	 The	ability	 to	 relate	 the	basic	science	knowledge	 to	graduate	
studies in health related professions.

•	 Opportunity	to	add	emphasis	in	Research,	Public	Health,	Physi-
ology, Anatomy & Health Promotion.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH PROMOTION
•	 Classes	start	two	times	each	year:	January	and	September.

•	 Program	 is	 designed	 to	 prepare	 graduates	 to	 assume	 leadership	
roles as advocates for healthier lifestyles.

•	 Graduates of the program will be prepared to sit for the Certified 
Health Education Specialist (CHES) exam or other health-related 
professional certification.

ACCREDITATION
Cleveland University-Kansas City is accredited by the Higher Learn-
ing Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools. The Doctor of Chiropractic degree program is awarded 
programmatic accreditation by the Council on Chiropractic Education.

STUDENTS
Total Degree Students: 500
Professional/Graduate: 434 
Undergraduate: 66
Mean Age: 27
Male: 64%, Female: 36%  
Representation from 28 states and 3 countries
Student-to-faculty ratio: 14:1
Average graduation rate (DCP): 81.6% 

SERVICE
•	 Health Centers provided 39,084 services to the public last year.

CAMPUS & FACILITIES
• The Kansas City campus is located on a 34-acre campus in Over-

land Park, Kan. 

• The campus’ two buildings total 176,000 square feet and house 
classrooms, laboratories, a public Health Center, a library, a  
cafeteria, a bookstore, faculty and administrative offices,  
multiple student lounges and computer stations.

• Other facilities include the Cleveland Fitness Center and Special 
Beginnings childcare center. 

THE CLEVELAND FAMILY
•	 The	College’s	current	president,	Carl	S.	Cleveland	III,	is	one	of	five	

generations of chiropractors.

•	 His	great	grandmother,	Sylva	L.	Ashworth,	became	a	chiropractor	
in 1910.

•	 His	grandmother,	Ruth	Rose	Ashworth	(Sylva’s	daughter),	met	and	
married his grandfather, Carl S. Cleveland Sr., while both were 
studying to become chiropractors and educators. Carl S. Cleve-
land Sr. became the College’s first President.

•	 His	 father,	Carl	S.	Cleveland	Jr.,	 the	College’s	second	president,	
and his mother, Mildred G. Cleveland, were both chiropractors and 
educators.

•	 His daughter, Ashley E. Cleveland, is a graduate, a long-time 
faculty member and former provost of the College. Carl S. 
Cleveland IV, son of the president, is a graduate of the College and 
in private practice.

10850 LOWELL AVENUE, OVERLAND PARK, KS 66210   |   (800) 467-CCKC (2252) OR (913) 234-0600   |   FAX: (913) 234-0906

WWW.CLEVELAND.EDU
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Martha Aitkens ’95
Ronald Aitkens ’69

John Amaro ’69
James Anderson ’66

Daniel Anrig ’88
Ernst Anrig ’69
Susi Anrig ’87

Robert Ardon ’74
Philip Barnard ’91

Britton Batchelor ’94
Clark Beckley ’75
Darrell Blain ’75
Donald Bolt ’89

Andrew Bonci ’89
Michele Bonci ’89

Raymond Boring ’66
Lyle Brinton 

Leo Bronston ’77
Lori Brown ’92

Richard Brown ’78
Tim Bryant ’88

Scott Cadman ’86
Michael Carbone ’96

Gary Carver ’70
J. Kay Carver ’71

Matthew Chang ’06
Curtis Chock 
Yun Choi ’03

Ashley Cleveland ’95
Carl Cleveland ’75
Kevin Coffman ’84
Lance Cohen ’09

Richard Cohen ’86
Russell Corey ’98

Peter Cox ’96
Robert Curtis ’95

Jill Davis ’07
Andre De Voos ’87
Matt Dillman ’86
Brian Dopps ’97

Michael Dorausch ’98
James Dray ’76

Charles Eckert ’81
Charles Eddy ’70
Nancy Ellis ’85

Daniel Fahnestock ’65
Valerie Fantino ’81
Howard Fidler ’97

Theresa Fitzgerald ’89
Edwin Follick ’72

Darrell Fore ’67
Thomas Garzillo ’86

John Gelhot ’82
Mark Giust ’85

Vladmir Givargis ’91
Clinton Gowan ’95
Kenneth Groh ’77

Mia Ha ’96
Bryan Haas ’95

Patrick Hammond ’97
Carla Harris ’85
Paul Harris ’85

Mark Hatesohl ’83
Michael Hiatt ’86
Kenri Honda ’99

Mark Howarter ’99
Gary Huddleston ’81

David Jaffe ’87
Kalani Jose ’98
Cheri Jung ’95

Albert Kalter ’81
Guy Karcher ’82

Steven Kavitky ’82
Celeste Kayata-Massey ’88

Bruce Kempton ’89
Jack Kessinger ’63

James Kiehl ’83
Jennie Kim ’03

George Klinginsmith ’59
Robert Klinginsmith ’59

Linda Klinginsmith-Tilford ’76
Steven Kloster ’83

Kenneth Koerner ’08
Judy Lane ’82

George LeBeau ’72
Judy Lee ’82

Marvin Lee ’98
George Leung ’83

Marilyn Lindauer ’82
Eugene Lockrow ’83

Rick Longie ’79
Kay Marine ’79

Stuart Martin ’96
Theodore Martinez ’88

Timothy Massey ’86
L. Russell Matthias ’74

Larry Matney ’65
Paul Matthews ’83
Harold Mazin ’83
Allen McGee ’65

Edward McKenzie ’69
Sheri Millard ’01
Brian Miller ’87

Micheal Miller ’81
Erica Montgomery-Turner ’00

John Nab ’94
Raymond Nanko ’85
Doran Nicholson ’80

Claire O’Neill ’95
Emmanuel Onuzuruike ’98

Roger Ott ’84
Scott Owens ’87

Brian Padveen ’83
David Pamer ’71
Martin Parks ’02

Michael Perusich ’99
Donald Peters ’89

Howard Petersen ’00
Oliver Phillips ’57
Michael Plaxco ’76
Brian Porteous ’81
Jon Postajian ’94
James Pressley ’88

Roberta Rendon ’96
Bruce Rippee ’91

Michelle Robin ’92
Jeremy Rodrock ’00
William Rogers ’83

Mikhail Rovensky ’96
Christopher Rud ’98
Ruth Sandefur ’67

Denise Sandusky ’93
Jeffrey Shope ’96
John Sibley ’78

Michael Smith ’80
Richard Snow ’03
Jeffrey Spencer ’97
Bruce Swickard ’90
Mark Swickard ’88
Michael Turner ’00

Staci Vella ’89
Lois Webb ’63

Patricia Wesley ’82
Jonathan Widenbaum ’88

Paula Wiese ’99
Rosemarie Wilson ’92

Louis Woelfel ’02
Peter Young ’84
David Zak ’83

CLEVELAND CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE

LIFETIME ALUMNI
As a lifetime member of the Alumni Association, you will join a group of loyal and enthusiastic life 
members supporting the association’s important work. Life membership dues are invested in a fund 
that provides a stable source of support for key Alumni Association programs. To learn more about 

Lifetime membership, contact Dr. Russell Matthias, association treasurer, at (816) 228-5113.

YOUR NAME HERE!



Time has shown that every profession has its visionaries — those who tread freely 
where others dare not step. They are the free thinkers, the innovators, the ones who 

saw things as they were, and dreamed of what they could be. Dr. Richard Yennie ’53 was a 
pioneering force in chiropractic. And although his passing in October means he is no longer 
with us physically, his spirit remains. It can be found in the hands of the many practitioners 
with whom he shared his skills over the years. 

Yennie began his career in health care almost by chance, while he was stationed in Japan 
in the Army. Unable to find relief with traditional medical treatments for wrist and low 
back injuries, he explored other options. Already a student of Judo and fluent in Japanese, 
Yennie was no stranger to the Far Eastern culture, and was open to what it could offer. His 
Judo instructor introduced him to an acupuncturist, and after two treatments, Yennie left 
the hospital pain free. And so began his career in health and wellness. 

Yennie began training in acupuncture in Japan, and when he returned to the United 
States, he sought out a career path that would allow him to utilize this new skill. He 
found the perfect collaborative profession in chiropractic, so he enrolled at Cleveland and 
graduated in 1953. His study in acupuncture continued and he began to incorporate that 
knowledge into his chiropractic care, eventually becoming the first president of the Council 
of Chiropractic Acupuncture and founding the Acupuncture Society of America in 1968. 

Numerous people trained under his watchful eye. He was also known to lead tours of  
China and Japan, so that students could study acupuncture in the land where the treatment 
began. To those who knew him, and those who studied under him, Yennie was a true pro-
fessional. A beacon of knowledge who was able to deftly blend the best of two professions 
together — chiropractic and acupuncture. Few, if any, were like him.

Yennie left this life during his 85th year, 60 years after his graduation from Cleveland. 
Now, what remains are the memories of a man and his passion. He was the consummate 
professional, sharing his wisdom with legions of followers who can now say they learned 
acupuncture from one of the pre-eminent instructors in the western world. It could even be 
said, that but for the efforts of Yennie, the introduction of acupuncture to the United States 
may have been delayed for years.

And now, with this tremendous void left in the chiropractic profession, we reflect not on 
what is lost with his absence. We remember the innumerable contributions he made during 
a career of six decades. Those are the things that endure. His passion, spirit and his teach-
ing are the lasting legacy of Dr. Richard Yennie. And in that way, he will always be with us.

Dr. Richard Yennie ’53 leaves behind
a legacy that extends far beyond CCC’s reach

Dr. Richard Yennie ’53, a long-time 
supporter of Cleveland and a pioneering 

force in chiropractic, passed away on 
Oct. 11, 2013. He left an indelible mark 
on students and colleagues worldwide.

Lasting 
Legacies

Visit www.tinyurl.com/DrYennie to read Dr. Cleveland’s Dynamic Chiropractic tribute to Dr. Yennie.
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Save The Date
For The College’s Homecoming Event 

Cleveland alumni will be coming home for a wide array of continuing
education seminars, exciting social activities and much, much more!

Look for more information on this exciting event in the coming months.

CLEVELAND CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE

(800) 969-2701 | www.cleveland.edu

See
you on

campus!

Oct. 10-12, 2014

Attend informative CEU Seminars Catch up with colleagues & friends


